Portrait of a Place:

The Apostle Islands

[ KavLA GoELZ |

he Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is located along the beaches of
Lake Superior in the Bayyeld Peninsula region of northern Wisconsin. The
islands were previously recognized only as a source of raw materials; however,
the region currently exhibits millions of years of geological transformations,
as well as hundreds of thriving plant and animal species. Additionally(ly exhA 1
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various hardwoods as well as white pine and spruce-yr.” Alongside this
forest vegetation, the wildlife of the Apostle Islands includes black bears
and whitetail deer, as well as various species of birds, including loons, bald
eagles, and herring gulls.® Surrounding the islands is Lake Superior: the
most dangerous of the Great Lakes.® The islands have been the site of
many historical shipwrecks; however, the islands also feature the largest
collection of lighthouses within the United States, providing guidance for
ships navigating the lake. Existing in Lake Superior, the Apostle Islands
consist of uniqgue sandstone formations, while also fostering a pristine
ecosystem for thriving wildlife.

As the Apostle Islands have an extensive geographical history, there
are also economic histories tied to the region. American Indian inhabitants
met with European settlers in the seventeenth century, who valued the

Apostle Islands as a location
for French fur trade.® By 1790,
the islands had become the
main trading center of the
Lake Superior region. Yet, as
fur became scarce, the islands
entered an industrial age in the
1870s, becoming a source of
lumber, ysh, and stone.! The
lumber industry was initially very
successful in the Apostle Islands
due to the variety of available
tree species, speciycally white
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human stories reaching back to time immemorial.”® The dense forests
and sandstone cliffs of the islands hold clear signs of geographic history;
however, beyond that, the Apostle Islands hold centuries of Great Lakes

culture that is central to life in the region today.



