


Journal. It is to the exceptional work of our authors that we can attribute
this year’s success.

This year, we divided the eleven articles in our Journal into four
distinct topical categories: Music As a Coping Mechanism, Responses to
Systemic Injustice, Female Empowerment and Sexuality, and Critiques
of Popular Culture. Although we divided the articles by topics, a unifying
theme across the papers still emerged: social responses to institutional
power. As you read through these articles, we invite you to contemplate
the ways each of these authors engages with this topic from a unique
perspective.

The Journal begins with a piece titled “1963 or Today, Masters of
Destruction Permeate Our Lives: A Critigue of Bob Dylan’s ‘Masters of
War,” in which Belinda Beaver analyzes how Bob Dylan’s popular song
“Masters of War” illuminates the harsh realities of war and its destructive
nature both on and off the battleyeld when Dylan composed the song and
today. In line with a multi-disciplinary examination of music, Grace Drake
explores the role of music during the Black Death in fourteenth-century
Europe. She argues that music was a method of distraction from the
plague’s destruction in her article “Eat, Drink, and Play Music.”

Moving away from musical analysis, the next section of the Journal
explores activism and responses to injustice brought upon by government.
Kent Beckman describes several key events that led to the end of slavery
through his essay, “The Destruction of Slavery in the American Civil War.”
In offering insight to the secession of the Confederacy, Kent discusses
the importance of slaves as political ygures during the Civil War, which
ultimately inpuenced Abraham Lincoln to pass his emancipatory policies.
Remaining in the American context, Isaac Winter examines Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s nonviolent philosophy during the Civil Rights movement,
speciycally highlighting the importance of patience, compassion, and
community during the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Evaluating systemic
hierarchy in African education, Soya Lyazkowska calls for a radical change
in the way knowledge is constructed in African countries today after she
evaluates how colonialism contributed to the uneven dissemination of
African versus European knowledge in schools.

Our next three authors view injustice speciycally through the
lens of gender studies and discuss empowerment in response to social
inhibitors and gendered norms. Krista Grund-Wickramasekera looks at
the sexual and reproductive justice movement through portraying the
treatment of sex work, fertility, abortion, and transgender rights by the
United States government. Anna Hevrdejs further explores women's roles
in her paper “Hussite Women: Fighting More Than the Crusaders.” She
examines how the Hussite Revolution gave women the chance to step out
of their traditional boundaries and experience a degree of equality with






