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A lmost everyone has an idea of what government should do or how 
it should be structured. The difference between Joe’s water cooler 

critique of a bill that was just passed by Congress and a full-þedged 
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through moral force and keep order among them through rites, and 
they will have a sense of shame and will also correct themselves.”2 This 
aspect of Confucian philosophy emphasizes that governing through rules 
and consequences is detrimental to society because people will bypass 
these laws and avoid punishment. Instead, if one governed through 
virtue, rules would not be necessary because people would regulate 
their own behavior. This embodies the Confucian idea that people are 
naturally good, and therefore if you lead them with humaneness, they will 
behave loyally towards their ruler, and act morally towards each other. 

In contrast, Legalist philosophy emphasizes a strong state 
government with strict rules and punishments. William Theodore de Bary’s 
introduction to the Legalist text, The Book of Lord Shang, describes the 
foundations of Legalism: “Especially the need for strong and decisive 
leadership, state domination over the people, and reliance on strict laws, 
including generous rewards and harsh punishments rather than traditional 
ýduciary relations and family ethics.ò




