
Dear Reader,

Our second undertaking in our mission to enable scholarly dialogue, 
diversity, and development among Lake Forest College’s humanities and 
social science students, this volume of !"#$%&'$(#)represents the true spirit 
of the academic culture the College strives to achieve. It is our deepest 
wish that this Journal continues to serve as a venue through which our 
fellow students can share their valuable perspectives. So, to start, we 
thank you for your continued interest in and support of our endeavor. 

With one volume under our belts, we have labored over the past year 
not only to live up to but also to exceed the success of !"#$%&'$(# Volume 1. 
Reflective of this, we were pleased to offer Spanish- and French-speaking 
students the opportunity to submit. Though no papers written in French 
were submitted, you will find in our collection two Spanish articles, which 
each underwent the same rigorous peer review and editorial process as 
our English submissions. We feel that being able to include scholarship 
in multiple languages truly embodies the Journal’s mission of intertextual 
dialogue.

In addition to expanding the Journal’s linguistic scope, we were 
able to use last year’s experience to strategically improve this year’s 
process in practical ways. Our editorial process this year was much more 
comprehensive; following the peer review using a new and intuitive rubric, 
each article was substantively edited, copyedited, and proofread by at 
least two editors. Through these changes, we hope that contributing to the 
Journal was more organized and enjoyable for authors and editors alike. 
We also implemented a new, web-based workflow for content acquisition, 
which brings us to the articles we have included in !"#$%&'$(# Volume 2.

Of nearly forty submissions, we present to you the best thirteen. We 
were once again moved by the response we received from the campus 
community. We strived to build upon the legacy of last year’s volume 



that are central to strong papers: clarity of argument, use of evidence, 



McMahon discusses the economy from a philosophical perspective, 
considering René Girard’s theories to explain why humans desire objects 
and determine worth.

McMahon also considered human desire for non-material things, 
including education and career, which brings us to our next essay. As an 
African American woman, Jarena Lee faced several challenges in her 
pursuit of becoming a preacher. Emily Dietrich’s analysis of Lee’s mystical 
experiences and spiritual journey demonstrates her process of overcoming 
these obstacles. In “Innate Mysticism,” Zoe Walts also explores religious 
experience through the lens of a new scientific field known as neurotheology.

In our final piece, Bernard Kondenar considers how religious 


