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L ake Forest College has often been characterized as a small and 
sleepy school, largely disconnected from the larger political context 

of the world around it. Complaints about the apathy of the students and 
their disinterest in activism have resounded around campus since the 
early 1960s.1 Despite this perception, Lake Forest College has a rich 
legacy of protests, community action, and struggles for student rights. 
This semester, I’ve been researching these protests and curating an 
exhibit for the Lake Forest College Archives and Special Collections. 

The second half of the 1960s and the 1970s saw an explosion 
of student action and involvement at Lake Forest College. Groups like 






