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Letter from the editors

Dear Reader,
Thank you for picking up a copy of Inter-Text: An Undergraduate Journal for Social 
Sciences and Humanities Volume 4. When we last wrote to you in the introduction to 



ii - LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

Many lament the sharp decline in our capacity to connect and communicate with 
our fellow people in modernity – with this in mind we believe that the importance 
of journals such as this goes well beyond the bounds of academia. To write well, 
and to write with conviction – as all the authors you are about to read have done 
ÍÁÇÎÉПÉÃÅÎÔÌÙ ɀ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ 
community, to inspire novel thought in a given area, and to persuade – and be 
persuaded by – others with whom one has healthy disagreement. And to do that 
is to makes some small (yet vital) change to our peculiar and momentous time.

We thank you once again for your support, and hope you enjoy reading this 
Journal as much as we have enjoyed editing and compiling it for you.

Sincerely,

The Editors
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[Research Articles]
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[Cultural Boundaries]
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For many years, culture and biology were seen as parallels. Things that have been 
there since the start of time, but never examined together. Culture was seldom 

ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÑÕÁÎÔÉÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓȢ 
"ÉÏÌÏÇÙ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÓ Á ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅ ÏÂÅÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×Ó ÏÆ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÁÒÅÁ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅÄ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
connections between the brain and behavior, studying the universal mechanisms 
and behaviors.1 Cultural psychology, which emerged in the 1980s, did investigate 
culture and mental states but did not focus on neurobiology.2 In recent decades 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÍÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÁÐ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅÍÅÒÇÉÎÇ ПÉÅÌÄ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 
ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȢ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÉÍÓ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÈÏ× ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÅ 
brain and vice versa, but also addresses the larger problem of human research. 
That is that 90% of the peer-reviewed neuroimaging research that came out before 
2009 was done in western populations; but are western populations accurate 
representations of the world?3 Cultural science suggests not and aims to remedy 
this gap. With emerging technologies and more need for culturally aware research, 
ÔÈÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ПÉÅÌÄ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÁÐÅÒ 
aims to examine some of the cultural differences between Westerners and East 
Asians as they pertain to language, attention, and social perceptions.

Chapter 1. Language
Language is essential to any culture. It is shaped by culture and in turn 

shapes the culture. Some experts, like Brown, argue that without language culture 

ρש *ÏÁÎ 9Ȣ #ÈÉÁÏȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ .ÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȡ Á /ÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ &ÕÔÕÒÅ $ÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅȟȱ
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would not exist and that the two are interconnected; they cannot be separated 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÌÏÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÃÅȢ4 (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÁÓ 
well as cultural norms.5 &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÏÎÏÒÉПÉÃÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ 
in cultures that place high importance on respect and hierarchical organization. 
Through language people communicate their thoughts, perceptions, wants, and 
needs – something that is highly shaped by culture. When discussing culture’s 
ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÉÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅȭÓ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
brain as the three are interconnected. In this chapter, I present some background 
ÏÎ ÎÅÕÒÏÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÂÒÁÉÎ 
differences between Chinese and English speakers.

Language is a complex process that involves many parts of the brain. Processing 
spoken language, reading written texts, speaking, and formulating sentences are all 
processes requiring activation of different parts of the brain. Neuroscientists are 
still working to gain a better understanding on how exactly language is produced 
and interpreted in our brains.6 In general, the left hemisphere is thought to be 
dominant in language related functions as it is responsible for more analytic 
processing.7 The right hemisphere is more related to holistic processing and is more 
involved in melodic processing like music.8 Most auditory language is processed 
in the auditory cortices in the temporal lobes.9 One of the more important parts 
for language processing appears to be Heschl’s gyrus in the primary auditory 
cortex as it is essential to initial processing of spoken language.10 Other important 
regions are Broca’s area, which plays a role in speech production and language 
comprehension; Wernicke’s area, which is important to comprehension of speech; 
and parts of middle temporal gyrus, which are important to semantic processing.11 
7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÁÂÏÖÅȟ 
there are many other regions involved in language processing.

One of the most unique features about the brain is its plasticity, that is, the 
ability for neural networks to change and adapt. Therefore, different languages 
shape the brain in many unique ways depending on the particular demands of 
ÔÈÁÔ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅȢ 6ÁÌÁËÉ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 
lateralization (dominance of one hemisphere over the other) of activity in word 

τש ( $ÏÕÇÌÁÓ "ÒÏ×Îȟ Principles of Language Learning and Teaching, 6th ed. (Upper Saddle River: 
Pearson, 1994).

υש #ÈÕÁÎÓÈÅÎÇ #ÈÅÎ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ .ÅÕÒÏÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔÉÃÓȟȱ Progress in Brain Research, 2009, 159–
71, https://doi.org/10.1016/s0079-6123(09)17811-1.

φש !ÎÇÅÌÁ $Ȣ &ÒÉÅÄÅÒÉÃÉȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÒÁÉÎ "ÁÓÉÓ ÏÆ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 0ÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇȡ &ÒÏÍ 3ÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ 
Function,”  Physiological Reviews  91, no. 4 (October 2011): 1357–92,  https://doi.org/10.1152/
physrev.00006.2011.
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processing tasks between English or Spanish speakers and Mandarin-Chinese 
speakers.12 English or Spanish speakers tend to have more asymmetrical processing 
with left-hemisphere dominance while Chinese speakers seem to have more indi
vidual variability.13 The role of left temporoparietal region in language functions has 
ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ 
region. The right temporoparietal region is not as well researched, however current 
hypotheses suggest its involvement in perception of pitch changes and variations.14 
This could explain higher activation for Chinese speakers as (opposed to English 
or Spanish), tones and pitches are an essential part of the language. This study, 
ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÁÓ ÔÏ ×ÈÙ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓ ÓÈÏ× 
this variability in activation. What it does establish is that there is a fundamental 
organizational difference in the brains of Chinese speakers.15

!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÌÅØÉÃÁÌ ÔÏÎÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
lateralization.16 This study challenges the hypothesis of Valaki et al. about the right 
hemisphere playing an important part in Chinese speakers’ tone perception as it 
shows that for native Chinese speaker’s tone is lateralized to the left hemisphere.17 
This is interesting as the same is not true for English speakers, who do not show a 
particular side dominance in tone perception, suggesting that lateralization to the 
left hemisphere might be dependent on tonality of the native language.18 However, 
Chinese speakers did show variability consistent with Valaki et al., wherein some 
Chinese speakers showed lateralization to the right hemisphere or no hemisphere 
dominance.19

Tones are not the only feature of the language that result in brain differences. 
One study found that when Chinese speakers have to break down characters to 
identify initial consonants (a task that is usually not done in daily life) the processing 
of the word is mediated by the left inferior prefrontal cortex.20 This is no different 
from English speakers. However, when Chinese speakers were asked to perform a 
task that required syllabic level processing (something done in day-to-day life) the 
left middle frontal cortex was activated.21 4ÈÅÓÅ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ 
frontal cortex is involved in syllable processing, however this activation has not been 

ρςש #Ȣ %Ȣ 6ÁÌÁËÉ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ#ÏÒÔÉÃÁÌ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÃÅÐÔÉÖÅ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ &ÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅȟ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ 
and Spanish: A Cross-Linguistic MEG Study,” 
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Chapter 2. Attention, Perception, and Memory
In Chapter 1, I characterized language as being part of culture. In the following 

chapters, however, this characterization will be mostly put aside and culture will 
be looked at as social behaviors among a particular group of people with all its 
complexities and symbols.33 In this chapter, I will discuss culture’s impact on key 
cognitive processes: attention, perception, and memory. 

Researchers have found that culture does affect the way people perceive 
the world, that is, how they process information. Two different general models 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄȡ ÈÏÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÁÌÙÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇȢ34 The former is 
characterized by attention to context and focuses on “the big picture” as well as 
attribution of causality to situational factors.35 4ÈÅ ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÓ 
and is more likely to attribute causality to objects, persons, and their personal 
characteristics.36 Traditionally, holistic processing tends to go hand-in-hand with 
collectivistic values and interdependent self-construal (view of self as being part of 
Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÄÅПÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÎÅÓÅÌÆ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓɊȠ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ 
associated with East Asian (Japanese, Korean, and Chinese) cultures.37 Analytic 
processing, individualistic values, and independent self-construal are associated 
with Western cultures such as the US, Canada, UK, and others.38 That is not to 
say that there is no nuance; each of the categories have their own individual and 
quite different cultures, but laboratory-based research tends to accept and favor 
categorizations such as collectivistic and individualistic. These different social 
value systems affect every part of a person’s life; therefore, it shapes our brain 
and cognition in many ways. 

Being socialized in a certain environment might predispose someone to 
favor certain features over others leading to perceptual and/or attentional biases. 
Kitayama et al. has examined how perceptions of an object differ between cultures.39 
Japanese and American participants were shown a vertical line in a frame, then 
shown another frame (of the same or different size).40 They were then instructed 
to draw a line that is the same length as the original (this was called an absolute 
task) or same proportion to the picture they saw (relative task).41 The absolute task 
evaluates the participants ability to ignore contextual information, as they need not 

σσש *ÕÁÎ &Ȣ $ÏÍþÎÇÕÅÚ $Ȣ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÒÁÉÎ ÉÎ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÒÁÉÎȡ ! 2ÅÖÉÅ× ÏÆ #ÏÒÅ 
Issues in Neuroanthropology,” Progress in Brain Research, 2009, 43–64, https://doi.org/10.1016/
s0079-6123(09)17804-4.

στ3 שÁÒÁÈ +ÅÔÁÙȟ !ÒÔÈÕÒ !ÒÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ 4ÒÅÙ (ÅÄÄÅÎȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȡ %ÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ "ÒÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ 
Behavior,” Progress in Brain Research, 2009, 79–92, https://doi.org/10.1016/s0079-6123(09)17806-8.

συש +ÅÔÁÙȟ !ÒÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ (ÅÄÄÅÎȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢȱ
σφש +ÅÔÁÙȟ !ÒÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ (ÅÄÄÅÎȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢȱ
σχש +ÅÔÁÙȟ !ÒÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ (ÅÄÄÅÎȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢȱ
σψש +ÅÔÁÙȟ !ÒÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ (ÅÄÄÅÎȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢȱ
σω3 שÈÉÎÏÂÕ +ÉÔÁÙÁÍÁ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ0ÅÒÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎ /ÂÊÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ )ÔÓ #ÏÎÔÅØÔ ÉÎ $ÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȟȱ Psychological 

Science 14, no. 3 (May 2003): 201–6, https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9280.02432.
τπש +ÉÔÁÙÁÍÁ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ0ÅÒÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎ /ÂÊÅÃÔȢȱ
τρש +ÉÔÁÙÁÍÁ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ0ÅÒÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎ /ÂÊÅÃÔȢȱ
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pay attention to either of the frames.42 The relative task tests participants ability 
to notice contextual information as the frames play an important role.43 Japanese 
participants were better at the relative task than Americans, who performed 
better in the absolute task.44 That is, Japanese participants performed better when 
contextual information was needed, and Americans did better when context was 
ÎÏÔ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÌÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÉØ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÒÔÅÅÎȤÙÅÁÒȤÏÌÄÓ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
same paradigm which suggests that this pattern develops in early childhood.45 
Interestingly, this pattern of differentiation in performance did not appear in 
kids younger than six.46
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different functions.56 (ÅÄÄÅÎ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÌÁÔÅȤ
stage attentional processing that is affected by culture (as opposed to early-stage 
perceptual processing).57
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ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÏÎÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÉÔ ПÉÒÓÔȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÍÁÎÙ 
research groups have found that long-term memory is (just as attention and 
ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎɊ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ68 In general, people from Eastern cultures may 
be better equipped to recall context-based information and group-related details 
compared to Westerner’s, who may be more likely to recall self-related and catego
rical information.69 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÐÕÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ 
details.

Memory is a complex system involving many different regions of the brain. 
Medial temporal lobes and the hippocampus are two regions that have been heavily 
implicated in memory.70 However, medial prefrontal cortex, amygdala, frontal lobe, 
and sensory regions are involved in aspects of memory such as social information 
processing and emotional information encoding.71

Medial temporal lobes seem to have a crucial role in long-term memory forma
tion and retrieval; therefore, there are no core differences that have been observed 
between different cultural groups.72 However, there seem to be differences in 
memory content. Masuda and Nisbett reported that Japanese participants tended to 
remember more background details, mention more relationships in the environ
ment, point out behavior, and provide more peripheral information than their 
American counterparts.73 Additionally, Japanese participants were less likely to 
recognize previously seen objects if the background was altered or removed.74 
These results suggest that people from Eastern cultures may be more likely to 
attach the objects to their backgrounds than Westerners.

Additionally, Ji and the colleagues have reported that culture impacts the way 
people group things.75 There are a variety of ways someone may choose to do it. 
For example, if given the words seagull-squirrel-tree a person may group them by 
taxonomy (seagull-squirrel) or theme (squirrel-tree).76 The study found that Chinese 
participants were more likely to group thematically or based on relationships while 
white Americans grouped more based on taxonomy or other categories.77 In older 
adults, it appears that East Asians are less likely to categorize their memories when 
recalling compared to their Western counterparts.78

φψש 'ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÅÃËȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ )ÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ -ÅÍÏÒÙȠȱ 'ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ#ÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÃÁÌ 
Organization in Free Recall;” Masuda and Nisbett, “Attending Holistically versus Analytically.”

φωש 'ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÅÃËȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ )ÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ -ÅÍÏÒÙȢȱ
χπש 'ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÅÃËȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ )ÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ -ÅÍÏÒÙȢȱ
χρש 'ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÅÃËȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ )ÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ -ÅÍÏÒÙȢȱ
χςש 'ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÅÃËȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ )ÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ -ÅÍÏÒÙȢȱ
χσש -ÁÓÕÄÁ ÁÎÄ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ Ȱ!ÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ (ÏÌÉÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÖÅÒÓÕÓ !ÎÁÌÙÔÉÃÁÌÌÙȢȱ
χτש -ÁÓÕÄÁ ÁÎÄ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ Ȱ!ÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ (ÏÌÉÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÖÅÒÓÕÓ !ÎÁÌÙÔÉÃÁÌÌÙȢȱ
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Overall, it is clear that culture shapes cognition in several important ways, 
some of which I have discussed. However, it is important to acknowledge that 
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between cultures in two key components of the social sphere: interpretation of 
the events themselves and perception of others.

4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
events. Westerners are more likely to focus, categorize, and attribute causality to the 
main object.84 They are also more likely to explain certain events by attributing it to 
individual characteristics or abilities (think back to individualism).85 For example, if 
Adam does not get a job after an interview, Westerners are more likely to attribute 
it to characteristics of Adam (his experience, ability, personality, etc.) rather than 
outside factors such as the job market. On the other hand, East Asians tend to 
pay more attention to relationships and changes in the environment; they group 
objects by their relations with each other and attribute causality with context in 
mind.86 Koreans, Japanese and Chinese people are more likely to explain events by 
referencing environmental and contextual factors.87 In the example of Adam, they 
are more likely to consider the harsh job market and surrounding circumstances 
rather than blaming Adam. This is often referred to as contextualism and goes hand 
in hand with collectivist values of prioritizing group interests, collaboration, and 
interdependence.88 Because of this, East Asians may be less likely to demonstrate 
correspondence bias.89 Correspondence bias is the tendency to attribute behaviors 
to a person’s traits and values even when they could be explained by a situation 
the person is in.90 An often-used example to test for correspondence bias gives 
participants an essay on a controversial topic like the death sentence.91 Some 
of the participants are told that the writers were free to choose the side which 
they argue for, and some are told that the sides were assigned.92 Participants are 
then asked to what degree they believe that the opinion stated in the essay is 
that of the writer.93 People who demonstrate a lot of correspondence bias tend 
to believe that it is the opinion of the writer even when the writer was assigned 
the side.94 It is in fact the case that Korean and Japanese participants are less 
prone to correspondence bias but only in situations with high salience situational 
constraints.95 In situations where the situational constraints have low salience, all, 

ψτ2 שÉÃÈÁÒÄ %Ȣ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÁËÁÈÉËÏ -ÁÓÕÄÁȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ 6ÉÅ×ȟȱ Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 100, no. 19 (September 5, 2003): 11163–70, https://doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.1934527100.

ψυש .ÉÓÂÅÔÔ ÁÎÄ -ÁÓÕÄÁȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ 6ÉÅ×Ȣȱ
ψφש .ÉÓÂÅÔÔ ÁÎÄ -ÁÓÕÄÁȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ 6ÉÅ×Ȣȱ
ψχש .ÉÓÂÅÔÔ ÁÎÄ -ÁÓÕÄÁȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ 6ÉÅ×Ȣȱ
ψψש )ÎÃÈÅÏÌ #ÈÏÉȟ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ %Ȣ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ ÁÎÄ !ÒÁ .ÏÒÅÎÚÁÙÁÎȟ Ȱ#ÁÕÓÁÌ !ÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ !ÃÒÏÓÓ 

Cultures: Variation and Universality.,” Psychological Bulletin 125, no. 1 (1999): 47–63, https://doi.
org/10.1037/0033-2909.125.1.47.

ψωש #ÈÏÉȟ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÅÎÚÁÙÁÎȟ Ȱ#ÁÕÓÁÌ !ÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ !ÃÒÏÓÓ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȢȱ
ωπש #ÈÏÉȟ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÅÎÚÁÙÁÎȟ Ȱ#ÁÕÓÁÌ !ÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ !ÃÒÏÓÓ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȢȱ
ωρש #ÈÏÉȟ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÅÎÚÁÙÁÎȟ Ȱ#ÁÕÓÁÌ !ÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ !ÃÒÏÓÓ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȢȱ
ωςש #ÈÏÉȟ .ÉÓÂÅÔÔȟ ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÅÎÚÁÙÁÎȟ Ȱ#ÁÕÓÁÌ !ÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ !ÃÒÏÓÓ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȢȱ
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American, Japanese, and Korean participants did not differ in their attributions.96 
In a high salience condition, the participants are made aware of the constraints 
put on the person they are evaluating by making them do the same task. In a low 
salience condition, no such task is given.

A number of studies show that when a person is making causal attributions 
there are three types of information they consider: consistency, distinctiveness, 
and consensus information.97 Consistency refers to how often a particular thing 
happens (e.g., Adam always brings lunch to work (high consistency) vs. Adam 
seldom brings lunch to work (low consistency)). Distinctiveness refers to how 
ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÔÏ Á ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ Á ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÉÓ ɉÅȢÇȢȟ !ÄÁÍ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÓÐÉÌÌÓ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÓË ɉÈÉÇÈ 
distinctiveness) vs. Adam often spills his coffee in various places (low distinctive
ness)). Consensus information refers to the general agreement between people 
(e.g., Many people think Adam is clumsy (high consensus) vs. only his wife thinks he 
is clumsy (low consensus)). However, consensus information is often underused in 
western societies, perhaps because it gives weight to situational factors instead of 
individual traits.98 For example, even if everyone in Adam’s class thinks he is highly 
ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÐÁÂÌÅȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÍÁÙ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÌÕÃË ÉÎ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇ Á ÊÏÂ ÔÏ 
his personal abilities instead of contextual factors. This may not hold true for East 
!ÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÁÓ Á ÓÔÕÄÙ ÉÎ +ÏÒÅÁ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÅÎÓÕÓ 
information.99 Another group found that Koreans are more sensitive to contextual 
information when making predictions than their American counterparts.100 

The differences emerge not only in perception of the situations but also in 
how East Asians and Westerners differentially perceive others’ emotions. Lutz and 
White speculated that the way people feel their own emotions, express them, and 
ɉÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔÌÙɊ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ101 
Some cultures are better at recognizing certain emotions while they also tend to 
“mute” the recognition of others.102 For example, collectivist cultures may pay less 
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the participant.104 This ties into the ecological view that our perceptions occur in 
ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÎÅПÉÃÉÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÁÌȢ "ÅÉÎÇ ÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ 
ÔÏ ÏÎÅȭÓ Ï×Î ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÓ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÂÅÎÅПÉÃÉÁÌ ɀ ÆÅÁÒ ÉÎ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ 
of your own group may signal danger for them and yourself, therefore people may 
be better equipped to interpret those signs. Importantly, these responses are not 
ÓÏÌÅÌÙ ÒÁÃÅ ɉÏÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙɊ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÁÓ 
previous studies have controlled for race and nationality.105

!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÒÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÍÁÙ ÅØÅÒÔ ÉÔÓ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅÏÒÙ ÏÆ 
mind”.  Theory of mind is the ability of one person to infer another persons’ mental 
states as well as their own.106 There are some similarities (such as the end goal, 
and possibly timing) across cultures, but not without controversy. Some research 
suggests that theory of mind develops around the same age in all children – that 
is, between ages three and four.107 Meta-analysis by Liu et al. has found that this is 
not the case.108 The developmental trajectories are parallel, but the timing of this 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÁÎÄ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ109 
The differences may be as big as two years.110 Naito and Koyama have further put 
into question the universality of the timetable by showing that Japanese children 
tend to lag behind their peers by at least half a year.111 Both studies are consistent 
with additional literature suggesting that non-European-American children may 
have delays in development of theory of mind.112 However, there are still many 
studies that do show commonalities between cultures.113 Interestingly, when theory 
of mind develops it appears to be comparable between cultures – that is, the delays 
ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÅÒÍ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÒ ÄÅПÉÃÉÔÓȢ114

The areas of the brain that have been implicated in theory of mind appear to 
be similar, though with important distinctions. Medial prefrontal cortex (mPFC) 
and anterior cingulate cortex (ACC) are two areas that are believed to be equally 

ρπτש *ÏÁÎ 9Ȣ #ÈÉÁÏ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 3ÐÅÃÉПÉÃÉÔÙ ÉÎ !ÍÙÇÄÁÌÁ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ &ÅÁÒ &ÁÃÅÓȟȱ Journal 
of Cognitive Neuroscience  20, no. 12 (December 2008): 2167–74,  https://doi.org/10.1162/
jocn.2008.20151.

ρπυש #ÈÉÁÏ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ!ÍÙÇÄÁÌÁ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ &ÅÁÒ &ÁÃÅÓȢȱ
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Chapter 4. Implications
Previous chapters examined how ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÍÏÄÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÉÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅÄ 

ÐÁÓÔ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅÄ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÈÅÏÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
chapter examines why cultural neuroscience is important and what applications it 
ÈÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ -ÏÒÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÎÅÕÒÏ
science implications for learning and teaching of language, global health, and 
intercultural communications.

Language and culture are inexplicably tied to each other, so much so that 
language is often considered part of culture. Both play an important role in shaping 
one another. Throughout this paper, I have also shown that both culture and 
language shape the brain. Therefore, knowing how all three connect to each other 
may provide better insight into how we should teach languages to accommodate 
the differences. Some features of language such as scripts, tonality, grammar rules, 
and the more unspoken rules of day-to-day use are often challenging to students 
×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÉÆÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÔÏ Á ÎÅ× ÏÎÅȢ -ÅÃÈÁÎÉÓÍÓ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
from their mother tongue that students are used to are no longer applicable in the 
same way. It may be helpful to take into account that there are inherently different 
mechanisms in processing the target language from those in their native one when 
teaching languages to non-native speakers. It may take some time for the brain to 
adjust to the second language by either “rewiring” some processes or in other ways 
accommodating to achieve the same result that comes naturally to native speakers.

Currently, the dominant theory in language learning is one of assimilation 
and accommodation.125 Assimilation implies that the student processes their target 
language using the same underlying mechanisms as if it was their native one.126 
For example, Chinese students would read English text with the same brain area 
activation that would be used if they were to read Chinese. Accommodation, on 
the other hand, would imply that the student learns to process the language in 
the same or similar way to a native speaker.127 For example, an English student 
reading Chinese would show activation in areas that are typically activated in 
native Chinese speakers. Some languages may lead to assimilative learning while 
others may demand accommodation. Current research suggests that Chinese 
students learning English are more likely to use the same regions as they would 
if they were reading Chinese.128 However, for English speakers accommodation 
may be necessary, as they tend to show activation in regions that native Chinese 

ρςυש #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ !Ȣ 0ÅÒÆÅÔÔÉ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ 4×Ï 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓȡ !ÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ !ÓÓÉÍÉÌÁÔÉÏÎ 
of the Brain’s Reading Network,” Bilingualism: Language and Cognition 10, no. 2 (July 2007): 131–
46, https://doi.org/10.1017/s1366728907002891.

ρςφ0 שÅÒÆÅÔÔÉ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ 4×Ï 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓȢȱ
ρςχ0 שÅÒÆÅÔÔÉ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ 4×Ï 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓȢȱ
ρςψש ,É (ÁÉ 4ÁÎ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ.ÅÕÒÁÌ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÏÆ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ !ÒÅ 3ÈÁÐÅÄ ÂÙ .ÁÔÉÖÅ 

Language,” Human Brain Mapping 18, no. 3 (February 21, 2003): 158–66, https://doi.org/10.1002/
hbm.10089.
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speakers show.129 These hypotheses have implications for teaching, as they may 
point to areas that require more attention (for example, focusing on scripts when 
teaching Chinese in order to allow the brain to accommodate faster).  In general, 
this may inform teachers of the mechanisms behind acquiring a new language. 
Additionally, it may also be of comfort to learners to know that their brains are 
capable of successfully assimilating or accommodating new language even if it 
takes a while and even if these initial brain differences are present.
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rather than just information about other cultures.137 There are many other areas 
that trainings try to address in a way that implies that people are aware of their 
behaviors and can easily modify certain perceptions. Neuroscience tells us that 
there are more complex underlying neural mechanisms that are not as easily 
changed. A lot of the things that are perceived as choices occurring at cognitive 
level are actually behaviors heavily affected by lower level unconscious perceptual, 
attentional, and other processes138. Considering the complex changes in the brain 
ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȟ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ПÉÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÎÕÁÎÃÅÄ ×ÁÙÓ 
to encourage cultural competence. This also shows that training programs may 
require longer and more challenging content to actually change the unconscious 
mechanisms.

In this chapter, I discussed only a few implications that cultural neuroscience 
may have in the real world. Additional areas that I have not expanded on, but which 
may be of interest are neuroeconomics, implications for general learning, bioethics, 
international relations, among others. However, all this information should be 
analyzed critically. Policy makers, teachers, companies, and other agents should not 
ÏÖÅÒÌÙ ÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÉÎÆÏÒÍ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ 
and approaches, they can also be used to create unnecessary groups, put people 
into boxes, and create divisions. The science can be used to minimize intercultural 
ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÅÎ ÉÔȢ

Conclusion
#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÒȤÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ПÉÅÌÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÍÁÎÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 

that are left unanswered, however there is already evidence for culture’s impact on 
ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÉÎȢ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ Á ПÉÅÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÅÒÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
from many existing disciplines such as linguistics, psychiatry, anthropology, and 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÁ ÁÔ ÈÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ ПÉÅÌÄ ÍÁÙ ÈÅÌÐ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
cohesive communities and provide better tools for intercultural communication. 

(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÄÏÕÂÔ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ПÉÅÌÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟ ÔÈÅ 
current results should be examined cautiously. A lot of the research that has come 
out has methodological decisions that may impact our ability to draw conclusions. 
3ÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄȟ ÁÇÅȟ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÓËÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÏÎ 
should all be questioned and critically examined. Technological constraints also 
ÌÉÍÉÔ ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÖÁÌÉÄÉÔÙȢ Æ-2)ȟ Á ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ 
may not necessarily provide the complete picture. While to many it may seem 
like irrefutable evidence, this technique is not a magical answer and can often 
ÂÅ ÍÉÓÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȢ 
4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÉÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÏÕÎÔ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÎÅ× ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȟ ÃÁÕÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
drawing conclusions. 

ρσχש #ÈÁÎÇȟ Ȱ$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ )ÎÔÅÒÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ #ÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÅȢȱ
ρσψש #ÈÁÎÇȟ Ȱ$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ )ÎÔÅÒÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ #ÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÅȢȱ
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Anti-Asian violence in the Covid-19 Pandemic

The ņŒřŌŇȤηο ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
world and will leave behind varying legacies. In the United States, the legacy 

CŒřŌŇȤηο ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÓÉÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÃÁÌ 
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Chinese laborers and sex workers from entering the country. The next and even 
ÍÏÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ %ØÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ !ÃÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ȰÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ 
the immigration of Chinese laborers for a period of ten years and barred all Chinese 
immigrants from naturalized citizenship.”3 The next piece of legislation was the 
immigration act of 1917, which banned Asian immigration into the U.S. in its entirety. 
The question I will be pursuing is why the U.S. government clamped down so vigo
rously on Asian immigration and how that clampdown evolved over forty years of 
an anti-Asian immigration policy. I will examine this question through historical 
institutionalism, arguing that the legislation created by the American government 
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historical context in which events occur.μ This approach provides a better unders
ÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓȢ 3ÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÕÓÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 
institutionalist approaches proposed by Desmond King and Paul Frymer. King 
ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÉÅÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ 
have made regarding American politics is how race and racial inequality shape 
policy and policy outcomes.ν The American state carries out all the actions that a 
nation is supposed to do with maintaining public order and creating policy, but race 
and the politics of race are always critical to the government’s calculations. Frymer 
ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÓÁÉÄ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔ ÐÌÁÙÓ ÏÕÔ ÉÓ Á ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÔÁÔÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔ ÈÁÓ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÏÕÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 
government institutions and has been fundamental in America’s state formation.ξ 
All of the sources gathered in this paper have discovered how race is a key aspect 
in forming each piece of legislation and characterized the national debate over 
exclusion. They also demonstrate how starting with the passage of the Page Law, 
the United States was put on the path of creating ever more restrictive immigration 
laws that cast a net on an ever-growing number of people until America shut its 
gates entirely. 

Kerry Abrams notes that to get the Page Law passed in Congress, the law 
ÔÁÒÇÅÔÅÄ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÍÁÒÇÉÎÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ПÉÎÄ 
essential and used racist rhetoric to argue that Chinese women were a threat to 
American values. In her analysis of the Chinese Exclusion Act, Erika Lee argues that 
ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÇÁÔÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙȢ -ÏÒÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ 
she argues that it changed how the U.S. thought of itself as a nation of immigrants, 
for it legalized and reinforced the idea that “undesirable” immigrants should be 
excluded from coming to America. Even when Lee focuses on the broader Asian 
American experience as she does in the Making of Asia America, a massively impor
tant theme in her book is how Asian Americans have been discriminated against 
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came to the United States either because their families sold their daughters to 



28 - RESEARCH ARTICLES

purpose was to limit the number of female immigrants from China, and in that 
goal, it succeeded. In the implantation of the Page Law, the State Department, 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÃÁÔÅÓȟ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ 
in determining if a woman was a prostitute. If the woman claimed that she was 
ÎÏÔ Á ÐÒÏÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÉÎÇÌÅȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÄÅÎÉÅÄ Á ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÃÁÔÅ 
shutting down efforts to go to the United States. Women were also interrogated 
on three separate occasions on why they wanted to come to the United States, and 
these interrogations were often humiliating affairs meant to further discourage 
immigration to the United States. Even if a woman passed the line of questioning, 
ÐÏÒÔ ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÔÕÒÎ Á×ÁÙ ÁÎÙ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÉÍÍÏÒÁÌȢ $ÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ηξνμ ÁÎÄ ηξξθȟ ÏÎÌÙ ηιμ ×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
States.ηξ 

The Chinese Exclusion Act and the “Yellow Peril” 
The Page Law represented a massive victory for the exclusionist who wanted 

to keep America a nation dominated by white supremacy. The exclusionist move
ment was legitimized as a political force, and the federal government obtained 
unquestioned authority in dealing with immigration policy. The Page Law did not 
settle the debate over exclusion it merely nationalized the issue. H. N. Clement 
perfectly captured the long-term ambition of exclusionists when he argued that 
America had the right to say to Asian immigrants, “You shall not come at all.”ηο 
Exclusionists like Clement characterized those from China as a horde that would 
threaten the nation’s security, but these arguments were rooted in the belief that 
non-white people were inferior and did not deserve citizenship rights or be allowed 
to enter the country altogether. Framed in a modern context, these exclusionists 
were gatekeepers who racialized Chinese immigrants at every opportunity spea
king of the need to contain the threat immigrants posed and, by virtue, protect 
the American way of life.θζ Although weakened after the Page Law, Egalitarians 
represented a strong enough constituency that could sabotage the exclusionist’s 
efforts. They maintained their argument for the need of the U.S. to honor its 
obligations of the Burlingame Treaty and the contributions Chinese laborers had 
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victory for the egalitarians was that teachers, students, merchants, and household 
servants could not be stopped from immigrating to the United States.θη The ability to 
regulate Chinese labor was something the exclusionist long desired, and a coalition 
formed on geographical lines to push through Congress a law restricting Chinese 
laborers from entering the coalition. In Congress, the Exclusionists were made of 
those from the West Coast and the reinstated southern states, while Egalitarians 
were primarily from the Northeast. What allowed the exclusionist to get the Chinese 
Exclusion Act passed in Congress was the break between Republicans in the Midwest 
and those in the Northeast. The break occurred because of a convergence of wan
ting to protect white laborers, resurgent nativism, and trying to curb the power of 
industrialists in the Northeast.θθ The defeat the egalitarians suffered at the hands of 
the exclusionists displayed how, politically, the exclusionist ideology had no longer 
become taboo within American politics. The exclusionist platform had become 
politically expedient within the Democratic and Republican parties. The only solace 
that the egalitarians were able to achieve from this defeat was that the act was only 
temporary, lasting for ten years. Every time the act went up for renewal, however, 
#ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÐÅÒÍÁÎÅÎÔ ÉÎ ηοζκȢθι

The passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act served to embolden exclusionists. 
4ÈÒÅÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ×ÁÓ ÐÁÓÓÅÄȟ Á ÍÏÂ ÏÆ λζζ ÍÅÎ ÆÅÌÌ ÕÐÏÎ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÎÅÉÇÈ
ÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓ ÉÎ 4ÁÃÏÍÁȟ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ ÆÏÒÃÉÎÇ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ξζζ ÁÎÄ οζζ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ 
the city. Some residents caught the fastest train to take them away from Tacoma 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÁÌËÅÄ ηζζ ÍÉÌÅÓ ÔÏ 0ÏÒÔÌÁÎÄȟ /ÒÅÇÏÎȟ ÏÒ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ #ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅȢθκ 
Incidents like that occurred in Tacoma, and the passage of the Chinese Exclusion 
Act did not go unnoticed. Mark Twain remarked how in America, the life and liberty 
of Chinese migrants were not worth a penny to white men when they needed a 
scapegoat.θλ Poet Joaquin Miller said that what the exclusionists were aiming to 
achieve was a great betrayal to the immigrants who came to the United States: 
“they trusted your word, have built your railroads, and washed your dirty linen, 
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geoning new power with lofty imperial ambitions. Japan’s victory over China in 
ÔÈÅ 3ÉÎÏȤ*ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ 7ÁÒ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ 
dominant Asian power. Japanese victory also raised anxieties among European 
leaders about an invasion from Asia that would see the destruction of the world’s 
great powers. The anxiety leaders in Europe and later America felt about a potential 
invasion from Asia was termed The Yellow Peril due to a painting commissioned 
by Kaiser Wilhelm II.θν The idea of The Yellow Peril found an eager audience in 
the exclusionists and gained greater momentum after the Russo-Japanese War, 
in which Japan decisively defeated the Russian military and ended the idea of 
European invincibility. 

To the exclusionists, Japan and the rest of Asia represented a national security 
threat to the United States, and immigrants from Asia, especially Japanese immigrants, 
began to be seen in the same light. Japanese migrants also were becoming the 
dominant Asian group in the United States. At the turn of the twentieth century, 
ξμȟζζζ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÁÓ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ 
ÅØÐÏÎÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÆÒÏÍ ηξοζȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÏÎÌÙ ηκȟζζζ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ #ÏÍÐÁÒÁÔÉÖÅÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÈÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÁÓ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ 
ÆÅÌÌ ÆÒÏÍ ηθμȟζζζ ÉÎ ηξοζ ÔÏ ηηοȟζζζ ÉÎ ηοζζȢθξ Such trends signaled that Japanese 
migrants would overcome Chinese migrants as the largest Asian immigrant group 
in the United States unless changes were made in restricting Japanese immigrants 
into the country. Cries thus became much louder from the Exclusionists to ban 
Japanese migrants from entering the United States, particularly Japanese laborers. 
President Theodore Roosevelt was able to temper exclusionist demands by making 
a Gentlemen’s Agreement with the Japanese government. The agreement was 
that current Japanese laborers would be allowed to stay in the country, but no 
new laborers would be able to enter the U.S. in the future.θο For exclusionists, this 
was only a stop-gap measure and did not stop them from wanting to achieve their 
long-term ambitions. Those ambitions were characterized best by the Japanese 
Korean Exclusion League, whose slogan was “Absolute Exclusion of Asiatics.”ιζ 
All the exclusionists needed to execute their plan to stop anyone coming into the 
country. America’s entry into World War I provided them with such an opportunity.

The Immigration Act of 1917
America’s entry into World War I was met with extreme nationalism and fear of 

immigrants or citizens who professed sympathies toward the Central Powers. Those 
of German descent were particularly distrusted and “faced strong pressures to 
prove their loyalty to America and disavow allegiance to a homeland whose military 
was killing neutral American citizens in the Atlantic Ocean and threatening to ally 

ςχש ,ÅÅȟ The Making of Asian America, page 123.
ςψש "ÕÒÅÁÕȟ 53 #ÅÎÓÕÓȢ Ȱρωππ #ÅÎÓÕÓȡ 6ÏÌÕÍÅ )Ȣ 0ÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȟ 0ÁÒÔ )Ȣȱ #ÅÎÓÕÓȢÇÏÖȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ψȟ ςπςρȢ 

Page 7. https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1901/dec/vol-01-population.html.  
ςωש ,ÅÅȟ The Making of Asian America, page 129.
σπש ,ÅÅȟ The Making of Asian America, page 125.
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4ÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ηοην )ÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ !ÃÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅȢ 2ÁÃÉÓÍ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ 
Asian immigrants increased dramatically after the act the passage, and it effectively 
destroyed the egalitarian coalition giving way to the exclusionists having complete 
freedom in dictating immigration policy. Disillusionment which had already begun 
to creep in completely took over. The American dream for many immigrants became 
a nightmare for those inside the country who faced constant discrimination and 
something unobtainable to those outside the country as the Page Law, Chinese 
%ØÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ !ÃÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ )ÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ !ÃÔ ÏÆ ηοην ÆÏÒÍÅÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÒÉÕÍÖÉÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÁÎÔÉȤ
Asian exclusion legislation. America had become the great gatekeeping nation 
of the world and, through its legislation, built a powerful machine that could 
ÁÄÍÉÔȟ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅȟ ÄÅÎÙȟ ÄÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÚÅ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÓÁ× ПÉÔȢ &ÏÒ !ÓÉÁÎ 
immigrants during the exclusion period, the great symbol of this gatekeeping was 
Angel Island, the chief port Asian immigrants went to for entry into the country. 

At Angel Island, Asian Immigrants were treated as criminals. Chinese migrants, 
for instance, were forced to undergo medical examinations where doctors looked for 
physical defects and “Oriental diseases,” which the doctors could use as grounds for 
not allowing entry. This process, according to Lee Puey You, was deeply “embarrassing 
and shameful.”ιξ /ÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÁÔ !ÎÇÅÌ )ÓÌÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÎÓÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÏÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
with questions that were impossible to answer, such as: how many steps lead 
up to your house? Merchants who were theoretically free of exclusion laws still 
ÆÁÃÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÎÓÅ ÓÃÒÕÔÉÎÙ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
business before being allowed entry. Any discrepancies in the testimony or answers 
ÔÏ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÄÅÎÙÉÎÇ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ 
ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ !Î ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔ ÁÔ !ÎÇÅÌ )ÓÌÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÓËÅÄ θζζ 
questions over two or three days. The intense nature of Angel Island led to many 
from Asia being refused entry or detained on the island for an extended period. 
+ÏÎÇ $ÉÎ 1ÕÏÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÎÇÅÓÔ ÄÅÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ !ÎÇÅÌ )ÓÌÁÎÄȟ νλμ ÄÁÙÓȢ !ÆÔÅÒ 
Ô×ÅÎÔÙȤПÉÖÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÉÎ ÄÅÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȟ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ #ÈÉÎÁȢιο 

Exclusionist America 
Angel Island represented what America had become to Asian Immigrants 

beginning with the Page Law and continuing through the decades that followed 
as exclusionists worked tirelessly to stop immigrants from Asia from entering the 
United States. This was because the exclusionists viewed Asian immigrants and 
Asian Americans as inferior to white Americans and Europeans or saw them as a 
pressing national security threat to the United States. These attitudes were encoded 
into the legislation they created, whether explicitly or implicitly. The legislation 
reinforced the idea that Asian Americans and Asian immigrants were distinctly un-
American and not deserving to partake in the American experience. It also made 
them be viewed through an extremely racialized lens that, to this day, they have 
not been able to escape from, even as the federal go-0.6E7.f00300060(ab3mh)0.5 (e)0.6 ((t )-0.6 atit)8.8 (o)0.7 (ptw)8.9 (e)0.6 ds wo cf00300060(ab(r)15.5 (e)0.6 (c)0.6 at) 
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ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙȢ )Î ηομλ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ,ÙÎÄÏÎ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ 
ÔÈÅ )ÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ !ÃÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌÉÚÅÄ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 
immigration laws giving nations outside the Western Hemisphere fewer restrictions 
in sending immigrants to America.κζ This law helped lead to an explosion in the 
!ÓÉÁÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ &ÒÏÍ ηομζ ÔÏ θζηοȟ ÔÈÅ !ÓÉÁÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÇÒÅ× ÆÒÏÍ οξζȟζζζ ÔÏ θθȢκ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎȠ ÂÙ θζμζȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ κμ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ 
people.κη The exponential rise of the Asian population did not stop many Americans 
from seeing them as the “unassimilable foreigner” part of an immigrant invasion.κθ 

4ÈÅ ηοξθ ËÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ 6ÉÎÃÅÎÔ #ÈÅÎ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÅØÃÌÕÓÉÏÎÉÓÔ 
ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÐÒÅÖÁÌÅÎÔ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ηοξζÓȟ *ÁÐÁÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ 
ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÂÏÏÍ ÆÕÅÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÅØÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÆÕÅÌȤÅÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÃÁÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
States. Japan’s burgeoning auto industry contrasted with its American counterpart, 
where Ford and General Motors were forced to lay off many employees. Chen was a 
Chinese American auto engineer in Detroit at the time for his bachelor party when 
Ronald Ebens, an automobile plant foreman, called Chen a “Jap” and blamed Chen 
for the state of the American auto industry. Things continued to escalate when 
Ebens and his stepson Michael Nitz chased Chen out of a Detroit bar and beat him 
with a baseball bat. Ebens and Nitz were given only three months’ probation and 
ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ Á Αιȟξζζ ПÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏÏË #ÈÅÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢκι Chen’s death 
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ Á ÄÁÒË ÉÒÏÎÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ηοξζÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÐÕÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
Asian Americans had become the model minority that had perfectly assimilated 
into the United States. Chen’s death demonstrated that the success of the Asian 
population did not equate to the view that they were equals. They still served 
as a powerful scapegoat for America’s economic woes or as a security threat. 
These views have become deeply institutionalized in the United States because of 
legislation passed well over a century ago. The hate incidents that occurred in the 
×ÁËÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #/6)$Ȥηο ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ Á ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÎÏÒ Á ÎÅ× ÐÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ 
represent a legacy within the United States of seeing Asian immigrants or those 
of Asian descent as threatening outsiders and how the United States government 
has not grappled with the full impact of its past transgressions. Anti-Asian racism 
continues to be an enduring problem within the United States, a problem that 
needs to be solved with increasing urgency if there is to be any hope of undoing 
the systematic racism that has plagued America for generations.  

τπש +ÕÒÁÓÈÉÇÅȟ ÐÁÇÅ ςπψȢ
τρש "ÕÄÉÍÁÎȟ !ÂÂÙȟ ÁÎÄ .ÅÉÌ 'Ȣ 2ÕÉÚȢ Ȱ+ÅÙ &ÁÃÔÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ !ÓÉÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓȟ Á $ÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ 

Population.” Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center, February 16, 2022. https://www.pewresearch.
org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/.

τςש ,ÅÅȟ The Making of Asian America, page 350.
τσש ,ÅÅȟ The Making of Asian America, page 381-382.
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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie describes the danger of a single story in her TED Talk, 
and expresses that if all she knew about Africa were from popular images, she, 

ÔÏÏȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÔÈÉÎË !ÆÒÉÃÁ ×ÁÓ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÓÃÅÎÉÃ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
in need of saving from infectious disease and senseless wars. For decades, we have 
seen images of Africa that depict a swarm of primitive people living like animals on 
a perpetual safari. Compared to the initial portrayal of Africa as the dark continent, 
there has been a more progressive representation of the continent in Western 
ÍÅÄÉÁȟ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ПÉÌÍȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ Á ÒÅÔÒÏÇÒÁÄÅ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ !ÆÒÉÃÁ 
ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÁÌ ÁÓ Á ÍÏÎÏÌÉÔÈ ÉÎ ПÉÌÍÓȢ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ПÉÌÍÍÁËÅÒÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ 
ПÉÌÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÒÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÈÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÔÒÏÇÒÁÄÅ 
ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ПÉÌÍÓ 
and hence, the knowledge they disseminate through them. While narratives have 
evolved from using the continent as a monolithic landscape for white savior stories 
or scenes of turmoil, I argue that even the progressive depiction of Africa in Western 
ПÉÌÍ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ Á ÍÏÎÏÌÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎȤ!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÐÓÙÃÈÅ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ 
the continent.  In this essay, I will discuss how the representation of Africa as a 
ÍÏÎÏÌÉÔÈ ÉÎ ПÉÌÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÁÆПÉÎÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÉÍÁÇÅÒÙ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÅÓÕÍÐÔÉÖÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÅÎÔȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÅØÐÁÎÄ 
on African Americans’ view of the continent as an antithesis to the oppressive 
society in America and will discuss their belief in blackness as an overarching 
identity. I will discuss how this is because of their need for a black people paradigm, 
ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ "ÌÁÃËÔÏÐÉÁÓ ÏÒ ÁÌÌÅÇÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÉÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ :ÁÍÕÎÄÁ ÁÎÄ 7ÁËÁÎÄÁȢ 

&ÉÒÓÔÌÙȟ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÅПÌÙ ÄÅПÉÎÅ ËÅÙ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔÓȟ Á ÍÏÎÏÌÉÔÈ 
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ÅÎÔÉÔÙȢ 0ÒÅÓÕÍÐÔÉÖÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÆПÉÎÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÄÅÁ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ 
engagement. For instance, African Americans are likely to have their own, more 
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the representational legitimacy of Western audiences.4 The primitiveness depicted 
in
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of Africa. In the case of Wakanda, the technological advancements in the kingdom 
represent the success of African resource utilization and innovation independent 
of Western exploitation. Although this is a progressive portrayal, its depiction is 
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cultures, and traditions that make up the African continent are minimized to 
aesthetic representations that merge and exploit African cultures. However positive 
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[Cultural and 

Religious Forms]
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The Song of the Lark, Jules Breton, 
French, oil on canvas, 1884, 43 ½” x 33 ¾”. 
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hierarchies, and in America it fed into the new-world ideals of self-determination 
and individual merit. Over a century since its creation, The Song of the Lark has 
become less ideologically laden, now admired for its tranquil atmosphere and 
aesthetic beauty.

The painting depicts, nearly life-size on the canvas, a young woman standing 
ÂÁÒÅÆÏÏÔ ÉÎ Á ÆÒÅÓÈÌÙ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔÅÄ ПÉÅÌÄ ÁÔ ÄÁ×Îȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÄ ÓÕÎ ÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÎ 
her left. The painting is done in a descriptive, naturalistic style with a slightly loose 
ПÉÎÉÓÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÕÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ ÂÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÏÏÄ ÁÓ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ 
instead of rising, but the woman is unladen and her clothes are clean, indicating 
that her work has not yet begun, so dawn is more plausible. The light across the 
scene is faint and diffuse, brightening above the horizon; the red sun casts little 
direct light but tinges the sky pink, then yellow, then blue-green at the edge. She 
is simply dressed, in a modest, off-white buttoned shirt, its sleeves rolled up past 
her elbows. Her brown underskirt ends at mid-calf, while her blue overskirt, tied 
at her waist, is bunched up around her hips. A red, patterned bandana holds back 
her hair. The woman’s head is tilted back, eyes gazing out beyond the picture plane, 
her mouth slightly open and brows furrowed. She stands just right of center in the 
picture plane, on a narrow footpath running across the bottom right corner of the 
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of her role as a physical laborer: the sickle and the overskirt, gathered up to hold 
the fruits of her labor. The targeted use of vivid green against the sober browns 
and blues of dirt and tree also contributes to the setting’s physical solidity, as the 
ÇÒÅÅÎÅÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÃÕÎÄÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÆÁÒÍ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 
of the harvest. The remoteness of the scene is also apparent in the relationship 
ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ПÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÐÁÃÅȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇȢ 
Dominating the foreground of the piece, the woman’s larger proportions contrast 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȟ ÈÏÕÓÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÒÒÁÙÅÄ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÈÅÒȢ 3ÈÅ ÉÓ ÆÁÒ Á×ÁÙ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÅÍÐÔÙ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȟ ÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÉÎÇ 
the remoteness of the setting and her own isolation. This sense of space also 
emanates from the disproportionate expanse of the sky, which takes up a third of 
the picture plane, to the rest of the painting. 

The strong horizontal of the tree-line and the straight vertical line of the 
woman’s form, echoed in the straight folds of her skirt, work together to create 
a sense of stability. This use of straight lines, especially in the woman’s clothing, 
further emphasizes the stillness of the scene; no wind or movement sways her 
skirt. She stands slightly off-center, but this is balanced by the slight mass of the 
miniature buildings and the glowing ball of the sun off to her side. The sun, the 
brightest point of saturated color in the painting, is particularly useful in balancing 
ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔȟ ÄÁÒËÅÒ ПÉÇÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÁÎȢ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÐÁÌÅÔÔÅ 
mentioned above, this compositional balancing act of colors and values, as well as 
mass, contributes to the painting’s sense of groundedness.

Beyond the tranquility and sense of incipient change evoked by the formal 
elements of the painting, its visual iconography carried its own meanings in the 
ÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÍÕÌÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅÓȢ 
Critical and public responses to The Song of the Larkȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÉÎ &ÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÎ 
the United States, where it traveled to and remains to this day, focused on the 
idealized sanctuary of rural life and the icon of the peasant woman, but the cultural 
associations of this imagery were markedly different between the two countries. 

Having made his name in rustic landscape painting, particularly peasant 
woman genre painting,2 Jules Breton was intimately familiar with the visual icono
graphy and meanings of the tradition of idealized landscape painting. Although 
he ran in Realist circles—a 1934 Art Institute of Chicago pamphlet describes his 
work as occupying “a middle ground between French Classic Painting and the 
poetic realism of Millet.”3 Breton was also a conservative painter and member of 
the conservative French Academy of Fine Arts, which opposed the avant-garde 
Realist movement.4 /ÆПÉÃÉÁÌ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÉÄÅÁÌÉÓÔ ÁÒÔȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÒÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ 
Eisenman, “upheld the superiority of the ruling notables, the value of simple 

ςש ,ÉÎÄÁ .ÏÃÈÌÉÎȟ Women, Art, and Power and Other Essays (New York: Routledge, 2018), 40.
σש !ÒÔ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏȟ Have You Seen America’s Best Loved Picture ‘The Song of the Lark’? 

(Chicago: Art Institute of Chicago, 1934), 2.
τ3 שÔÅÐÈÅÎ %ÉÓÅÎÍÁÎȟ Nineteenth Century Art: A Critical History (London: Thames & Hudson Ltd, 

2019), 271.
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peasant virtues, and the need for proletarian subservience.”5 These are all values 
which The Song of the Lark embodied in the context of the French Salon, where it 
×ÁÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ ρψψυȢ

	 In France, the painting’s critical reception after its Salon debut, connected 
it to conservative reactions against the rapid progression of modernity. These 
reactions revolved around their conceptions of peasants and the landscape as 
embodiments of static, traditional ways of life. As The Song of the Lark illustrates, 
Breton’s paintings framed the peasant lifestyle as timeless and untouched by 
modernity, aligning with the authority of tradition.6 &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÐÅÁÓÁÎÔÓ 
with the land and nature, reducing them to a primitive “other,” unable to appreciate 
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The sexual connotations of the peasant woman present in the French reception 
of the painting disappeared entirely in the American context, while its appeal to 
traditional rural values was exchanged for new-world individualism and the hope 
for a better life. The “Best Loved Picture” brochure describes the subject as “a 
stalwart peasant girl who possesses, in the jargon of today, no sex appeal.”20 Where 
Breton and the French conservatives used the visual language of rural genre 
painting to elevate a traditional class hierarchy of shared values over individual 
rights, American audiences saw the allusions of dawn and harvest to renewal 
and awakening spoke to the idea of a “classless” society of the new world, where 
individual merit was the sole marker of success and worth. The girl’s association 
×ÉÔÈ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÅÒÅÎÔ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÐÅȟ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÉÎÇ 
her from peasantry, where in France she and the peasant class were associated to 
the land and with the preservation of tradition.21

	 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ  !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ 
ways, the two shared a dismissive view of peasants as unintelligent. The painting’s 
widespread popularity rather paradoxically underscored this, since populist culture 
was regarded by American elites as uncultured, because popular taste was usually 
ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ɉÌÁÒÇÅÌÙ ÉÎÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅɊ ÁÒÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4×Ï 
novels used it as key elements within their narratives to communicate a dismissal 
of laborers’ capacity for intelligence. Willa Cather’s novel The Song of the Lark 
(1915) features a naïve peasant girl who has a revelatory experience seeing the 
ÔÉÔÕÌÁÒ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔȟ ×ÈÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÏÒ ÓÐÅÁËÓ 
of disdainfully.22 Look Homeward, Angel, a 1929 novel by Tom Wolfe, follows a 
schoolboy whose essay response to the painting, by echoing French critics’ ideas 
about peasants being unable to appreciate aesthetic beauty, leveraged his ascent 
into the Ivy Leagues and the social elite.23 

Due to its prominence in popular culture, the painting was not well-liked by 
everyone, as some thought its popularity would render the masses insensate to 
quality art. The director of the Art Institute of Chicago, Robert Harshe, was vocally 
against its display, often moving it to cellar storage until public outcry forced him 
to return it.24 Harshe’s commitment to resisting popular taste and removals of the 
painting from the galleries did not stick. Though its popularity waned throughout 
the twentieth century and it no longer draws crowds of devoted viewers,25 in 2022, 
The Song of the Lark still hangs in the museum’s permanent nineteenth-century 
exhibition, though now hung in a side gallery. Although it is not  nearly as popular 
or well-visited as it was in the early twentieth century, The Song of the Lark is still 
given a place of relative prominence in public view. 

ςπש !ÒÔ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏȟ Have You Seen America’s Best Loved Picture, 2.
ςρ2 שÙÁÎȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 0ÅÁÓÁÎÔȭÓ "ÏÎÄÓȟȱ ωπȤωςȢ
ςς7 שÉÌÌÁ #ÁÔÈÅÒȟ The Song of the Lark ɉ"ÏÓÔÏÎȡ (ÏÕÇÈÔÏÎ -ÉÆПÌÉÎȟ ρωρυɊȢ
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In a culture so removed from the ideas around peasantry of one hundred 
years ago, the ideological context of 



INTER-TEXT - 51 

In To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation, Martin Luther criticizes the 
Roman clergy’s monopoly over spiritual authority by saying, “All Christians are 

truly of the spiritual estate, and there is no difference among them except that of 
ÏÆПÉÃÅȢȱ1 This claim insinuates that all Christians, whether pope, priest, or laity, have 
authority over spiritual matters. The obvious question then arises: if there is no 
difference between a layman and a priest, is there no need for priests? It is not just 
in this passage that Luther makes a claim that may seem to lead to that conclusion, 
but in the end, Luther never claims that pastoral clergy is useless. Why is that so? In 
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as his only opponent. As such, he predominantly writes criticizing the operation of 
the clergy under the Roman Church but not much directly defending the need for 
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interpret scripture, but he is still adamant that education on the gospel is vital. He 
says young Christians “perish miserably in our midst for want of gospel” and that 
“we ought to be giving them constant instruction and training.”13 Though Luther 
may not think that priests have some spiritual quality that differentiates them 
from the laity, he still recognizes that they play an essential role in community and 
education. Luther is not calling to end pastoral clergy, simply to reform it.  

Martin Luther reimagines the pastoral clergy as a role of leadership and 
education that teaches scripture and promotes faith. “Ought Christ to be preached 
to the end that faith in him may be established,”14 Luther says. Priests’ objective 
should be to help in building faith in Christ. What’s interesting is that Luther still 
thinks priests should set an example and have good works, “not that by them he 
may strive for righteousness, but that through them he may keep his body under 
control.”15 This idea goes along with Luther’s argument that while good works will 
not help to achieve salvation, they are a product of good faith. And since priests 
should set an example of good faith, as a consequence, they should have good 
×ÏÒËÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÓÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÉПÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÉÐÐÅÄ 
to its essentials. Priests should “put aside whatever has been added to its original 
simple institution.” We must “turn our eyes and hearts simply to the institution 
of Christ,” as that is where lies “the whole substance of mass.”16 Luther believes 
in stripping away the added ceremonies that do not directly relate to Christ and 
focusing wholly on the sacrament itself. Lastly, Luther believes pastoral clergy 
is vital for education in scripture. Luther claims it should not be the works of 
theologians that are taught. Instead, “the foremost reading for everybody – should 
be holy scripture.”17 Luther believes that before anything else, it should be the 
scripture itself that is taught and preached. What Luther envisions is a stripped-
down pastoral clergy; not one that has servants, but one that is a servant to God 
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that gathering for mass and taking the time to build faith is vital to Christianity as 
a practice. While there may be no difference in spiritual quality between a priest 
and a layman, Luther believed people still need someone who can lead, teach, and 
create a community within a Christian society.  
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[Gender & Sexuality]
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“As long as my people don’t have their rights across America, there’s no reason 
for celebration.” LGBTQ+ rights activist and trans drag artist Marsha P. Johnson 

may have uttered these words decades ago, but this message remains relevant 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÄÅ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÄÅПÉÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÉÃÈ 0ÒÉÄÅ 
was born, and which Johnson helped propel, obviously contextualizes all Pride 
celebrations that followed it, but to what extent exactly does the past affect the 
present? And to what degree do the different modern-day conceptions of Pride 
denote the existence of different identity groups? Two main approaches to Pride 
celebrations have emerged, and they each have propelled different messages 
and have been led with different purposes. One is focused on a family-friendly 
ÁÎÄ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅȟ ПÉÎÁÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ 
ÍÁÉÎÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ ÄÅПÉÁÎÃÅȟ ÉÓ ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ 
by protest, kinkiness, and recognition of less accepted LGBTQ+ identities. The 
ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÓÈÅÓ 
ÏÕÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ 
two camps represent different identities under the broader umbrella of Pride-
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÏÒÓȡ ÇÁÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÂÅÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÍÐ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
belonging to the second. They are thus split by their attitudes toward heterosexual 
social norms, the conceptualization of their own homosexuality, and the question 
of capitalism which coincide with their respective conceptions of Pride.

While Pride events today vary greatly in structure, content, and intention, 
in the US they all have roots in the same history. This movement, though years 
in the making, reached a boiling point in the 1969 raid of the New York gay bar, 
the Stonewall Inn. Though such raids were common given the illegality of gay 
relationships in nearly every part of the country at the time, the LGBTQ+ community 
decided to resist this time and an uprising ensued. While many patrons were being 
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arrested and searched inside the bar, others were sent outside. When one woman 
×ÁÓ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÂÙ ÁÎ ÏÆПÉÃÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÂÉÌÌÙ ÃÌÕÂȟ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ 
“Do something!” and the group jumped into action, headed by the transgender and 
cross-dressing women of color as well as the homeless gay youth who had been 
inside the bar.1 4ÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Ä ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÈÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÅÎÎÉÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .90$ ÏÆПÉÃÅÒÓ ÁÎÄȟ ÍÏÓÔ 
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and the typical attendees, unassuming couples and families headed by same-sex 
couples, are its face. This approach then, while more divergent from the historical 
intention of resistance and protest, has many advantages. 

The advantages of Camp #1 are baked into its description. For one, it under
ÓÔÁÎÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÖÉÓÕÁÌÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÁÉÎÂÏ× ПÌÁÇÓ ÄÅÎÏÔÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÎÏÃÅÎÔ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ 
display pride and diversity without making any demands of onlookers, and the 
inclusion of huge corporate sponsors not only provides these celebrations ethos 
ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌÌÙȢ7 Further, proponents of business involvement 
view LGBTBQ+/Pride-related advertisement as a driver of change and a means of 
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then, says journalist and consistent Pride attender John Paul Brammer, are “Should 
it be a protest, or a party? Should we really let a weapons manufacturer slap a 
rainbow over their logo and march in the parade?”12 
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attend Pride events. So although the events have become mainstream, they actually 
lack true accessibility for lower-class LGBTQ+ folks. As Brammer points out, the 
ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÐÒÏПÉÔȟ ȰÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÁÆПÌÕÅÎÔ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,'"41 ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ×ÈÏ ÓËÅ× ×ÈÉÔÅȟ ÇÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÌÅȢȱ17 Thus, this 
creates a monolithic display of Pride and leaving many people on the other side 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÔÅȟ ÏÆÔÅÎÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÎÅПÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎȢ

There is a clear pattern in this camp’s demands though - having been all but 
achieved as of now - which is that they request rights and treatment that corres
pond with heterosexual social norms. An obvious example of this pattern is the 
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ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢ )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓ ПÉÎÄ ÆÏÃÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÏÐÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÔÏ 
inevitably mean compromising their identities for recognition that they don’t even 
desire.21 2ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÙ ПÉÎÄ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ПÉÇÈÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
history is centered on resisting social norms and embracing radicalism that is exactly 
what they do. This style of Pride event, while principally militant and resistant, 
also becomes a haven for lesser-known and less widely accepted identities; that 
is, everyone Camp #1 leaves behind.22

Just as Camp #2 rejects the mainstream, they also reject the concept of accep
ÔÁÎÃÅȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÓÏÎȟ #ÁÍÐ ΠςȭÓ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ ÁÓ ÑÕÅÅÒȢ23 LGBTQ+ 
Philosophy professor Robin Dembroff perfectly describes this idea: 

“Queerness isn’t just about who you want to fuck, you know? Being queer is 
still fundamentally rooted in having a political resistance to hegemonic ideas of 
how humans ought to be, and it’s about whether or not you’re an ‘acceptable’ 
human.”24 

In summary, just as Camp #2’s conception of Pride is inherently political, so 
too are their identities. They are not concerned with being accepted by mainstream, 
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“I’m not gay... but I don’t think I’m straight either. I don’t know what I am. I think 
I might be nothing.” This dialogue comes from the episode “That Went Well” 

of Bojack Horseman, between an asexual main character and his love interest 
who, as it turns out, is not much of a love interest after all. Characters coming out 
as asexual is uncommon in Western media today, and asexuality has a fraction of 
the representation that other sexual minorities have due to social stigmas that 
surround the orientation.1 Asexuality, a lack of sexual attraction in an individual, 
is a sexual orientation that was relatively unknown by western society until the 
past twenty years, when online forums allowed the identity to receive more social 
exposure. 2Asexuality is largely unrecognized in modern western media and when 
it is portrayed, it is often in a negative light. While some may argue that asexuality 
is simply a form of inaction and does not require any special consideration, asexual 
representation is crucial in increasing the public’s knowledge of the sexuality, 
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other people (this includes heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexuality, etc.). While 
asexuality exists on a wide spectrum encompassing many identities, it is not well 
known in the public sphere. According to a national poll analyzed by Carvalho, 
ȰυσϷ ÏÆ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÅПÉÎÅ ÁÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÂÕÔ χυϷ ×ÅÒÅ 
unable to explain what asexuality is.” 3 While this study only covered Britain, the 
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ÓÈÏ×ȭÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȟ ÉÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÓÅØÕÁÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ПÉÎÁÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏ×Ȣ7 
)Î ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅÓȟ 4ÏÄÄ ÉÓ ÓÈÏ×Î ÅØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
asexual people to form a community. This example is a much more accurate repre
sentation of asexuality in media than that shown in House, as Todd’s asexuality is 
not mocked or questioned by the narrative but rather is treated earnestly and with 
ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔȢ 4ÏÄÄ ПÉÎÄÓ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÓÅØÕÁÌ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏ×ȟ Á ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÓÈÉÆÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÅØÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
shown in House which only depicted two asexual characters, one of which was 
later revealed to not be asexual at all.8 Bojack Horseman shows the audience how 
diverse asexuality can be, and in doing so, challenges the idea that heterosexuality 
is necessary for one to be happy.

/ÎÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÁÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÅÄɂÏÒ ÒÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÎÏÔ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÅÄɂ
in the media can be seen in Riverdale, a television show adapted from the Archie 
ÃÏÍÉÃÓȢ !ÍÏÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÃÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÓ ÉÓ *ÕÇÈÅÁÄ *ÏÎÅÓȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÁÓ Á 
character in the Archie comic series in 1941. Since his creation, Jughead has become 
one of the most prominent asexual characters in western media and acts as a symbol 
of the asexual community for many—this can be seen in Bojack Horseman where 
Todd Chavez has a tattoo dedicated to Jughead as an allusion to his asexuality.9 
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÃ ÓÅÒÉÅÓȟ *ÕÇÈÅÁÄ ÉÓ ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÕÌÓÉÏÎ 
for women. These traits continued into the new Archie comics released beginning 
ÉÎ ςπρτȢ )Î *ÕÇÈÅÁÄ  .ÏȢ τȟ Á ÓÐÉÎȤÏÆÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× !ÒÃÈÉÅ ÃÏÍÉÃÓȟ *ÕÇÈÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ ПÉÎÁÌÌÙ 
announced to be explicitly asexual and aromantic.10 Although this was a welcome 
ÃÏÎПÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÆÁÎÓ ÈÁÄ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔÅÄȟ11 just a few years later 
Jughead’s canonic sexuality changed once again. In 2017, Riverdale was released 
on the CW and featured the Archie comic characters as teenagers surrounded 
ÂÙ ÍÙÓÔÅÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÒÄÅÒȢ 3ÈÏÒÔÌÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ *ÕÇÈÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
attracted to women when he entered a sexual relationship with fellow character 
Betty Cooper.12 This shift in Jughead’s portrayal may seem trivial to some, but has 
deeper implications. In a culture that prefers heterosexual relationships over others, 
an asexual character being made heterosexual reveals the belief that romance 
and sex are inherent parts of life that are necessary for a character to be seen as 
compelling.

The replacement of asexuality with supposedly more compelling sexual 
relationships is a problem seen in many forms of media. The root of this lack of 
representation rests in heteronormativity, as well as in the belief that asexual 

χש Bojack Horseman, season 3, episode 12, “That Went Well,” directed by Amy Winfrey, written by 
2ÁÐÈÁÅÌ "ÏÂȤ7ÁËÓÂÅÒÇȟ ÁÉÒÅÄ *ÕÌÙ ςςȟ ςπρφȟ 4ÏÒÎÁÎÔÅ 4ÅÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ .ÅÔПÌÉØȟ ςπςπȢ

ψש "ÏÂȤ7ÁËÓÂÅÒÇȟ Bojack Horseman.
ωש "ÏÂȤ7ÁËÓÂÅÒÇȢ
ρπש #ÈÉÐ :ÄÁÒÓËÙ ÁÎÄ %ÒÉÃÁ (ÅÎÄÅÒÓÏÎȟ Ȱ*ÕÇÈÅÁÄ Πτȟȱ Jughead (Archie, 2016).
ρρש !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ 2ÉÅÓÍÁÎȟ Ȱ!ÒÃÈÉÅ #ÏÍÉÃ 2ÅÖÅÁÌÓ *ÕÇÈÅÁÄ )Ó !ÓÅØÕÁÌȟȱ Vulture, 8 Feb. 2016.
ρςש Riverdale, season 1, episode 6, “Chapter Six: Faster, Pussycats! Kill! Kill!” directed by Lee 

4ÏÌÁÎÄ +ÒÉÅÇÅÒȟ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ 4ÅÓÓÁ ,ÅÉÇÈ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ .ÉÃÈÏÌÁÓ :×ÁÒÔȟ !ÒÃÈÉÅ #ÏÍÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ 7ÁÒÎÅÒ "ÒÏÓȢ 
Television Studios, 2022.
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rape is an act of punishing an individual for straying from the heterosexual norm of 
society and a way to force them back into conformity.20 Although asexual identities 
ÁÒÅ ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÔ ÒÉÓË ÏÆ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÒÁÐÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÐÉÓÔÓ 
ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÒÇÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ȰПÉØȱ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ 
for the victim’s “own good.”21 This defense of rape reveals how media can impact 
the real world. Asexual representation, such as in House, can create disbelief in 
asexuality and perpetrate the idea that asexual individuals must have something 
wrong with them that causes them to not experience attraction. As Kennon describes, 
the view of asexuals as robotic and lacking humanity is prevalent in western media 
and dehumanizes asexual individuals to the point where corrective rape is seen as 
a mercy to them.22 The impact of asexual representation is very real and has the 
ability to shape societal views into dangerous misconceptions that threaten the 
safety of asexual individuals.

	 Asexual representation, while infrequent in modern western media, can 
ÈÁÖÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÉÍÐÁÃÔÓ ÏÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÒÍÓȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÁÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ 
in a way that values the emotions and experiences of asexual individuals – such as 
the examples found in Bojack Horseman and Jughead – awareness and education 
can spread to disprove stereotypes and promote acceptance of those who exist 
outside of heteronormativity. However, many examples of asexual representation – 
ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ (ÏÕÓÅ ɀ ÒÅÁÆПÉÒÍ ÓÔÅÒÅÏÔÙÐÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÌÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÒÍ 
against asexual individuals including exclusion, feelings of being “broken”, and 
sexual assault. Asexual representation, when done in a manner that considers the 
full emotions of asexual-identifying individuals, has the power to change societal 
beliefs about asexuality and break the standard of heteronormativity. By exposing 
audiences to characters who live full and satisfying lives without the presence of 
romance or sex in their relationships, the media can rewrite the heteronormative 
narrative that has persisted in Western media for centuries.

ςπ3 שÁÒÁÈ $ÏÁÎȤ-ÉÎÈȟ Ȱ#ÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÖÅ 2ÁÐÅȡ !Î %ØÔÒÅÍÅ -ÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ $ÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ  
State’s Complicity in Sexual Violence.” Hastings Women’s Law Journal 30, no. 1, (2019) 167-196, https://
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/haswo30&i=197.
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UÐÏÎ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍȟ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎȟ 
to persuade, a combination of these or otherwise, I would posit that very few 

ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÓÈÏ×ȭÓ ÆÁÎÄÏÍ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓȢ 
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The LazyTown fandom has existed on the platform AO3 since 2006, and 
has grown exponentially throughout the years as more intricate, elaborate, and 
ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÉÚÁÂÌÅ 
ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÏÎ !/σ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÌÌÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÚÙÔÏ×Î ÆÁÎÄÏÍ ÉÓ Ȱ$ÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Insanity” written by user xByDefault2Ȣ 4ÈÉÓ ÌÅÎÇÔÈÙ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ Á ×ÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ρχπȟυππ 
word story, features characters from the television series such as Sportacus, Robbie 
Rotten, and Stephanie, as well as original characters conceived by the author. The 
×ÏÒË ×ÁÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÕÐÌÏÁÄÅÄ ÔÏ !/σ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅ ÏÆ ςπςπ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ȰÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄȱ ÂÙ 
ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ρσȟ ςπςςȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȟ Ȱ$ÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ )ÎÓÁÎÉÔÙȱ 
boasts a total of  37 chapters, 758 comments left by previous readers, 560 “kudos,” 
(a system in which readers can express their liking to an author’s work), and 58 
bookmarks from registered users on the AO3 platform. 

4ÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó ÁÎ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÔÏÒÙÌÉÎÅ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÅÄ 
in the television series (that being child-friendly narratives, singing, teachable 
lessons etc.) and follows Sportacus’ perspective as Robbie Rotten, the town’s self-
proclaimed villain, destroys Sportacus’ airship and forces him to become a ground 
ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȢ !Ó ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÌÅÎÇÔÈÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÁËÅÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÕÒÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
plot twists that engage other characters from the LazyTown universe in ways that 
the show does not. This change can be primarily seen from Ms. Bessie Busybody 
acts as a maternal mentor to Sportacus as he resolves his feelings for Robbie 
Rotten, but is also evident with side characters such as Pixel and Mayor Meanswell. 
While the former is depicted as more mature and intelligent as opposed to being 
a stereotypical “tech-wizard child,” Mayor Meanswell is swapped from having a 
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erasure and misrepresentation”3. In a similar fashion, Anna Llewellyn collected 
survey data from women-loving women and found that one of the more prominent 
ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÉÚÅÄȟȱ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ 
a sense of community that is otherwise not offered through participant’s real 
worlds4Ȣ *ÏÎÁÔÈÁÎ !Ȣ 2ÏÓÅ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ 
ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÁÓ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÏÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÇÅÎÄÅÒȟ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÅÒÌÏÃË (ÏÌÍÅÓ 
ÆÁÎÄÏÍȢ Ȱ4ÒÁÎÓПÉÃ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÔÒÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ 
readings and meanings of a text but also becomes a means of ‘transing’ narratives, 
strengthening the position of trans readings as valid creative engagements and as a 
form of trans agency”5. Jennifer Duggan adds to this in a 2022 study that repealed 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅȤÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ȰÓÌÁÓÈȱ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÉÐÓ Ô×Ï ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ПÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÃÉÓÇÅÎÄÅÒÅÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ 
ÅØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ ÇÅÎÄÅÒÑÕÅÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÄÏÌÅÓÃÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ȰÇÁÔÅ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÌȤÌÉÆÅ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ6 
!ÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄȟ 
according to Kavita Mudan Finn and Jessica McCall, “is the beginning of a new 
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are instances where conclusions and assertions that I make are pre-existing and are 
therefore reinforced by said methodology. It should also be mentioned that I, as an 
individual, do not identify as queer; I identify as a heterosexual, cisgender woman, 
and my perspective and arguments made in relationship to the queer community 
may not, and rightfully so, be deemed credible due to a lack of personal association. 
As I am taking an outsider’s look into the representation of those who identify 
differently than myself, I understand that I lack the lived experience of those who 
are represented in the text. Rather, my understanding of the text is rather logical and 
ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÖÅȢ &ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÅØÔÓ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÇÉÎÁÌÉÚÅÄ 
groups of gender identity and sexuality, the cast of characters is predominantly 
×ÈÉÔÅ ÏÒ ÃÁÕÃÁÓÉÁÎȢ -Ù ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÚÙ4Ï×Î ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ×ÈÏ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅÓ ÉÔȟ ÈÏ× 
it creates ties and relationships between members of their respective communities, 
and what impacts it has beyond the digital sphere into the real, physical world. 

Moving to theoretical approaches to be applied in the analysis, I pose three 
ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÌÙ ÔÈÅÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÓÏÎÁÎÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á ×ÈÏÌÅȢ &ÉÒÓÔÌÙȟ 
#ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ $ÒÉÓÃÏÌÌ ÁÎÄ -ÅÌÉÓÓÁ 'ÒÅÇÇ ÐÏÓÅ Á ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ÅÓÃÁÐÉÓÍ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÔÅØÔÓȢ !Ó ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÕÄÙȟ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ȰÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÐÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÉÅÎÁ
ting real life pressures,” such as but not limited to the pre-existing patriarchy, and 
provides an “escape from dominant gender expectations”8. This concept has been 
applicable to anyone who is not supported by the patriarchy, including women and 
people of color, but is arguably most applicable to queer individuals. In a society 
that has been especially progressive in recent years, such as the United States, a 
standard for all people to identify a certain way rather than another even when 
other identities are said to be “accepted” still exists. For those who fall outside 
ÔÈÅ ÂÏØ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÉÓÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÏÒ ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔȟ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÎ ÏÕÔÌÅÔ 
for said individuals to not only manage external forces that may degenerate and 
discredit their identities, but provide a means of self-expression. Escapism exists 
to aid marginalized groups under a patriarchy through self-expression, and in the 
ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÉÔÓ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ 
be of most interest. 

Secondly, Victoria Leto DeFrancisco and Catherine Helen Palczewski suggest 
ÔÈÅÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÑÕÅÅÒ 
identities, the most relevant for this discussion being their consideration of gender 
as a performance. They suggest that “individuals participate in the construction 
of their personal and group identities through daily enactments, or citations, of 
gender/sex.”9 Furthermore, therein underlies “the power of seemingly unconscious 
performances of seemingly unimportant norms” that perpetuates gender identity 
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within a culture.10 Rather than gender being an established identity that an individual 
carries with them throughout life and society, it is something that continually 
ÅÖÏÌÖÅÓȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÓÐÈÅÒÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÔ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ 
ÓÕÃÈ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÕÐÈÏÌÄ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÄÅÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÉÅÓȢ &ÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÃÁÎ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ Á ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Á ÃÒÉÔÉÑÕÅ ÏÆ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÎ Á ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
by implementing this theory into the analysis of the text we can better understand 
ÈÏ× ÑÕÅÅÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ 
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While the element of escapism provides an outlet for expression within 
ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÓ Á ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÁÓ ÐÒÏÃÕÒÅÄ ÂÙ $Å&ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏ ÁÎÄ 
Palczewski offers similar liberties to those engaging with the text. Enter Mimosa 
Rochas, one of Robbie Rotten’s many magical alternate personas as he works to 
rectify the inciting incident he had caused and make things right with the town’s 
hero. A real estate worker with a keen eye to interior design, she offers her services 
to Sportacus while subtly prying at personal and rather intimate details under 
ÔÈÅ ÇÕÉÓÅ ÏÆ ПÌÉÒÔÁÔÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ -ÉÍÏÓÁ ÐÁÉÎÔÓ Á ÈÙÐÅÒȤ
feminine picture of who this strange woman is all about:

“Out of the large white van, a tall woman with permed bristly blonde hair in 
shoulder length had stepped out, somewhat wobbling on the uneven ground 
with her stiletto heels … [and] sashayed towards him. Her hips moving in a 
pendulum with each step. She was tall, but the heels made her downright loom 
over him as she neared.

She had an oblong face that was covered in heavy make-up, her lips seemingly 
thinner by the deep red lipstick and her long lashed eyes obscured by a pair of 
cherry cat eye glasses”15.

As the character of Mimosa Rochas claims to be an interior designer, her assis
tance with Sportacus’ housing situation leads to awkwardly intimate conversations 
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2ÏÂÂÉÅȭÓ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅ
thing to acknowledge as an example of the performativity of gender and its role 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ !Ó ÔÈÅ ÒÏÍÁÎÔÉÃ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 3ÐÏÒÔÁÃÕÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÏÂÂÉÅ 
ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÆÒÕÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒȟ ×Å ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ -ÓȢ "ÅÓÓÉÅ 
Busybody commenting on Robbie Rotten’s appearance. At a party being hosted at 
Sportacus’ newly-furnished house, Bessie pulls Sportacus to the side and mentions 
to him her observance of Robbie wearing lipstick, something that her tone suggests 
was unlike him previously17. It should be clear to the reader at this point of the 
ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ 2ÏÂÂÉÅ 2ÏÔÔÅÎȭÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ Á ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ 
in telling a story in his outward appearance towards others and how it correlates 
with his self-perception as a gay man. 

DeFrancisco and Palczewski suggest that gender is a performance rather 
than an inherent trait18, and this is proven to be true through Robbie Rotten’s own 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ 5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÇÕÉÓÅ ÏÆ -ÉÍÏÓÁ 
Rochas, Robbie emanates, or at least attempts to emanate, his understanding and 
learning of what it means to present oneself as feminine. It should also be noted 
that the subtle notes of Robbie failing to walk properly in these high heels as well 
as his constant remarks about his feet hurting suggest that this interpretation of 
femininity is not comfortable for him. The physical struggle that Robbie endures to 
accurately represent himself in both suppressed and unsuppressed manners serves 
as a critique on how the real world makes those who are in Robbie’s shoes, those 
who don’t identify within a culture’s hegemony of gender expression, are often 
ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÆÅÍÉÎÉÎÅ ÔÒÁÉÔÓ ÓÈÅÄÓ 
light on how gender is performed within the text, and how it lacks rigid categories 
to fall under, arguably making the narrative a liberating space for those who fall 
out of the “approved” gender expressions within a heteronormative society.

4ÈÅ ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌ ÆÅÍÉÎÉÓÔ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÓ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ 
through the use of magical and folkloric elements and their parallels to sexuality. As 
ÔÈÉÓ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÁËÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÐÏÒÔÁÃÕÓ ÉÓ Á ȰÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÅÌÆȟȱ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ 
stereotypes which suggest that elves are not only accepted as being real, but are 
also looked down upon. Sportacus shares this part of his identity with Stephanie, a 
human girl from the television show. Stephanie is characterized as being young and 
innocent, but demonstrates the quality of a leader and often looks up to Sportacus 
as a role model. After Sportacus suggests that he should move out of town following 
the destruction of his airship being destroyed, Stephanie becomes  visibly upset 
ÁÎÄ ÁÓÓÕÍÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÐÏÒÔÁÃÕÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ,ÁÚÙ4Ï×Î ÁÎÄȟ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 
like her and the rest of the kids. What Stephanie does not realize is that Sportacus 
fears for his own safety as an elf, an identity that is seen as harmful and dangerous 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÅÄ ÉÎȢ !Ó ÓÈÅ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÓÔ 

ρχש  Ø"Ù$ÅÆÁÕÌÔȟ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ σχȢ
ρψ6 שÉÃÔÏÒÉÁ ,ÅÔÏ $Å&ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏ ÁÎÄ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ (ÅÌÅÎ 0ÁÌÃÚÅ×ÓËÉȟ Ȱ!ÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ !ÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÓ ÔÏ 

Understanding Gender/Sex,” Communicating Gender Diversity: A Critical Approach.
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ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÔÏ ÈÉÍ ÉÎ ,ÁÚÙ4Ï×Îȟ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ПÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÐÏÒÔÁÃÕÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ 
his elven identity with her to help her understand his desire to leave. 

“‘But, I still don’t get it’” she said. ‘Why do people not like you?’

That was a complex list of reasons, but could be distilled into the most 
fundamental. Somewhat. ‘Old wives’ tales and prejudices,’ Sportacus said… 
‘People fear the unknown, it’s always been that way”19.

The parallels between Sportacus being forward with his elven background 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ȰÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȱ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÁÓ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 
heterosexual or cisgender in our reality glare through the text. This instance serves 
as a jumping off point for readers as the narrative uses Sportacus’ identity as both 
ÁÎ ÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ Á ÇÁÙ ÍÁÎ ÔÏ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÖÉÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÁÌ ÎÏÒÍÓ 
ÉÎ Á ПÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÅØÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÓÏÎÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÁÌȤ×ÏÒÌÄ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ

Sportacus’ elven identity is not a singular occurrence within the text, as it 
is also mentioned in his interactions with Robbie. It should be prefaced that the 
ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÅÌÖÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÓÕÐÅÒ
human skills and strengths as Sportacus in the television show is shown to be 
capable  of feats  that are humanly impossible. In one instance in Definition of 
Insanity, Sportacus performs a gravity-defying trick in front of Robbie, to which 
Robbie responds by calling him a “crazy” elf. Sportacus’ reaction demonstrates the 
impact that such a term used to identify himself is used with a seemingly negative 
connotation.

“Robbie was well aware of what he’d done, Sportacus knew. After all, Robbie 
had once called him ‘the blue elf ’ with the full intent to upset him. And now 
used it as a derogatory remark once again.

‘I’m an elf and I take pride in that,’ Sportacus said. ‘But don’t say it like a slur 
again’”20.

#ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ 3ÐÏÒÔÁÃÕÓȭ ÅÌÆ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÉÎ Á ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÏÔȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÃÌÅÁÒ 
that the parallels between his magical background and his sexuality ultimately 
shed light on the hegemony under radical feminism. Rather than to hit it on 
the nose directly and speak on the misfortunes that Sportacus has had as a gay 
man, xByDefault makes use of the elven identity to to indirectly speak on his 
sexuality by a similar yet different means. Sportacus’ elven identity, and its parallels 
to homosexuality, help to repeal the hegemony that not only exists within the 
ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ Á 
group marginalized for their magical background and, by extension, their sexuality, 
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ÇÉÖÅÓ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢ 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌ ÆÅÍÉÎÉÓÔ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÆÁÎПÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
ÌÉËÅ Ȱ$ÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ )ÎÓÁÎÉÔÙȱ ÄÒÁ× ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
are arguably ostracized by the heteronormative society. 
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years causing an incapability to maintain a monopoly of force over the region.4 
Though Hezbollah’s rise to power originated after the end of the Lebanese Civil War, 
the government struggled to return to a place of high autonomy as outside militias 
ÁÎÄ 3ÙÒÉÁ ÒÅÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ,ÅÂÁÎÏÎȢ5 The presence of non-state forces 
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efforts.36 This evidence suggests that Hezbollah has a greater capacity than the 
Lebanese government to provide for its citizens, which leads the Lebanese people to 
showcase greater loyalty towards Hezbollah. However, the autonomy of Hezbollah 
to provide these services is somewhat limited as the source of much of their 
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ÃÏÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÎÅПÉÔÓȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÒÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÅÒÉÔÓ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȟ ÔÈÉÓ 
essay will describe the political transitions occurring in contemporary Turkish 
politics through a presidentialist or parliamentarian paradigm to resolve debates 
surrounding the sanctity of the country’s democracy. Understanding Turkey’s demo
cratic evolution from parliamentarianism to presidentialism will communicate 
potential remedies for maintaining liberal democracy in Turkish politics as it enters 
a new phase of domestic leadership under the Erdogan regime. 

It is crucial to consider the strengths and weaknesses of the sources that 
support this analysis. Much of this essay’s research builds upon Juan Linz’s book The 
Failure of Presidential Democracy. The source contributes to scholarly discussions 
ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÎÅПÉÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÎÇȤÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ 
the overt position of Linz’s research suggests that presidentialist systems are more 
likely to result in adverse outcomes for democratic states. Despite Iinz’s analysis and 
practical failures amongst presidential systems, it would be a misrepresentation of 
a complex political issue to deny pro-presidential arguments a place in this essay.

Additionally, articles from Henry J. Barkey published by Council on Foreign 
Relations ÁÎÄ %ËÉÍ ÁÎÄ +ÉÒÉĥÃÉȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Brookings Institute provide essential 
context into the story and political agenda of president Erdogan and his domestic 
allies. Sources dedicated to explaining the presidentialist aspirations of Erdogan 
and the Justice and Development Party are often critical of the Turkish regime. 
4ÈÁÔ ÁÌÏÎÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ %ËÉÍȟ +ÉÒÉĥÃÉȟ "ÁËÅÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ 
but it is essential to note the clear anti-Erdogan, anti-presidential undertones of 
their analysis. However, this essay operates under the assumption that the demo
cratic track record of presidentialist systems is substantially less stable than the 
parliamentarian government, and legitimate democracies require liberal, pluralist 
institutions to represent the constituency’s interests accurately. A systematic 
critique of presidentialism and a thorough investigation of Turkish democracy 
will reveal the emergence of anti-democratic practices inherent in the political 
structure. 

)Ô ÉÓ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÉÁÎÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌÉÓÍȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÉÎȤÄÅÐÔÈ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÏÓÔ 
consistent elements. In a theoretical context, limiting either to a particular sub
category of the overarching structure is unnecessarily constraining. In its broadest 
terms, parliamentarianism describes a system in which the government is res
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directly elected by voters, but instead is selected by the legislature.4 The democratic 
legitimacy of a parliamentary leader is derived from the broader constituency 
but through the indirect appointment of locally elected parliamentarians. The 
general voting population may question the Prime Ministers’ legitimacy because 
they are not subject to a popular election but reign as the head of a legislative 
ÃÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎȢ ! 0ÒÉÍÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÍÅÒÇÅ ПÉÆÔÙȤÐÌÕÓȤ
one majority; therefore, they must represent a pluralist set of issues presented 
ÂÙ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓɀ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÅÑÕÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 
the legislature. Generally, the obligation to establish collective or collegial backing 
in the legislature limits the disenfranchisement of competing parties occurring 
in presidential regimes that win by a slim majority.5 A Prime Minister’s required 
ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ÏÆ ÎÏÎȤÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÖÏÔÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÓÅÔ ÔÅÒÍ ÉÎ 
ÏÆПÉÃÅ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ȰÏÆÆÅÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ПÌÅØÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ Á ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÏÎÅȢȱ6 Although parliamentarian leaders do not 
necessarily represent a direct majority of the voting population, they are stable 
ÉÎ Á ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÃÙ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓȢ 

By contrast, Preseidentialist democracies express popular will through voting 
mechanisms. The executive’s role is separate from the legislature. Hence, the 
ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÏÖÁÌ ÂÙ ÎÏÎȤÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÖÏÉÄÓ ÁÎÙ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÔÏ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÂÉÐÁÒÔÉÓÁÎ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÆПÉÃÅȢ !Î ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÅÓ ÃÏÎÓÉ
derable powers in the constitution, generally in complete control of the composition 
of his cabinet and the administration.7 Presidential executives can appoint members 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÒÏÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÒÇÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ 
a political opposition. Without an obligation to the legislature to maintain plural 
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perceived legitimacy of parliamentarian leaders.10 4ÈÅ ÍÅÁÇÅÒ ПÉÆÔÙȤÐÌÕÓȤÏÎÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ
ment to attain “popular” presidential rule enables the executive to assert themselves 
as representing the will of the people and the state. By contrast, the legislature’s 
democratic legitimacy derives from a localized constituency and does not maintain 
additional claims to a broad national identity beyond legislative authority.

This electoral mechanism undermines the democratic governance of the 
ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅɀ ÇÒÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÒÕÌÅȤÍÁËÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÏÕÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅȢ 
The tension created by the dual legitimacy (i.e., formal legislative capacity and head 
of state) enforces a minimalist interpretation of democracy characterized by an 
“institutional arrangement … in which individuals acquire the power to describe by 
means of a competitive struggle,” not pluralist inter-legislative coalitions.11 Through 
ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÍÕÌÔÉÌÁÔÅÒÁÌ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ Á 
strong, equally legitimate legislature or court. Therefore, presidential systems are 
a minimalist expression of democracy that does not require liberal attitudes to 
function. Instead, Presidentialism necessitates only competition between political 
elites. Parliamentarianism, by contrast, requires the consensus of a robust and 
informed legislative body. 

The presidential system is rife with structural issues that threaten the sanctity 
of liberal democratic government. These problems occur in several practical sce
narios. However, it is essential to identify the broader negative trends associated 
with presidentialism before demonstrating its effects on Turkish democracy. The 
presidential duality encompassing the responsibilities of a head of state and govern
ment creates a unique self-image with different widespread expectations among 
the voting population.12 The socio-political ascendance developed in a prominent 
singular executive transfers their political identity to the political identity of the whole 
state- coalescing a representative’s beliefs with the state’s ideological character. 
The profound relationship between a president and the state’s identity makes it 
ȰÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÌÉÎÑÕÉÓÈ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÇÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÉÔ 
in the case of failure of the successor.”13



INTER-TEXT - 95 

candidates must consolidate a broad base of opposition, including divisive elements, 
to compete in a winner takes all election. Therefore, they must be sensitive to the 
demands of extremists within their supporters. The structure of presidential 
elections legitimates extreme political opinions in political discourse that threaten 
the liberal values sustaining democracy. 

Exploring the democratic future of Turkish presidentialism requires exploring 
the rise of President Erdogan and the Justice and Development Party (AKP). The 
AKP’s party originates in the conservative Islamic nationalist movements that 
opposed secular parliamentarian rule throughout the twentieth century.15 However, 
since its 2002 ascendency, the AKP has shifted away from “traditional Islamist 
predecessors under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan.”16 Recent public opinion 
research suggests that support for the AKP does not fundamentally equate to Islamist 
political rhetoric.17 The goals of the contemporary AKP appear to focus on economic 
policy performance far more than religious and ideological appeals and instead 
ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÉÓÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÌÓ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔ ÖÏÔÅÒÓȢ18 The transition indicates 
that despite Islamist roots, the AKP, and by extension Erdogan, are more focused 
on maintaining a secular government in Turkey. However, this secular identity 
of the AKP does not indicate a reassurance of liberal democratic values centered 
on political pluralism. The rejection of Islamism only eases trepidation regarding 
Turkish alignment with the West. 

Since the 2017 referendum transitioning toward pure-presidentialism, the 
AKP has failed to eliminate concerns about the democratic standards of the new 
state. Liberals across Turkey initially hailed Erdogan’s ascent as a sign of progress 
ÂÕÔ ÁÒÅ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȢ19 Since 
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and balances of a federal presidential system and eliminated the power of a legislature 
ÔÏ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ Á ÖÏÔÅ ÏÆ ÎÏÎȤÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÃÅȢ 4ÕÒËÅÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
contested 2017 referendum replaced the parliamentary system with a presidential 
ÏÎÅȟ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÐÏ×ÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÏÆПÉÃÅȢ21 These powers include the 
right to establish and abolish ministries, appoint ministers, and other senior 
ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓɂÁÌÌ ÏÆ ×ÈÏÍ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÎÙ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÒ ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÖÉÅ×Ȣ22 
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maintaining AKP control. It is a system in which executive power does not emerge 
from the popular expression of the constituency– instead, Erdogan relies on appea
sing the interests of non-state actors. In the diffuse and malleable hierarchy of 
parliamentary government, there is no clear and lasting hierarchy to establish 
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executives, separate from a state legislature, present a unique “accountability to 
the voters for performance.”31 The accountability of the incumbent is enhanced 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÆПÉÃÅȢ )Æ ÔÈÅ 
people of Turkey were profoundly disappointed with the government’s policies, 
there is a line of direct attribution to the executive. A single person is clearly 
ȰÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÁÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ 
diffuse responsibility for negative externalities.32 However, this fails to note the 
structural problems of concentrated power within representative government; 
people may remove a poor-performing executive at the end of their term, but 
ÔÈÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÆПÉÃÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
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characterize the secular divides within the Turkish polity.35 Successful European 
democracies, which Turkey aligns themselves with, maintain an ethnically and 
ideologically diverse population through equitable parliamentary representation. 
Perhaps, a parliamentary government would better serve the ethnic plurality in 
Turkey. The emergence of opposing ethnic and political groups would create a 
bipolar choice in popular elections and would produce considerable polarization.36 
A proportional parliament could support the presence of minority groups without 
having to promote nationalist rhetoric to secure a majority in a presidential election. 
However, Erdogan’s position as president means he is free to receive his opponents 
or not and has no obligation to establish collegial relations with non-AKP-aligned 
groups. Prime ministers, unlike presidents, are members of a larger body and are 
“forced to interact to some extent as an equal with other politicians and leaders 
of other parties” to maintain legitimacy.37

Having established the context and the methods used to bring about presi
dentialism in Turkey, it is essential to note the most apparent problems it presents to 
democracy compared to its former parliamentary system. Pure-parliamentarianism 
requires mutual dependence, presidentialism is a system of mutual independence, 
and Erdogan is above the liberal institutional backbone of legislature and judiciary 
that counteracts authoritarianism.38 Crucially, in a parliamentary system, the rate of 
ministers who serve more than once in their careers is “almost three times higher” 
than in presidential democracies.39 Unlike presidentialist systems, the executive 
party in parliamentary democracies enjoyed a legislative majority in most cases.40 
The Prime Minister’s success depends on representing the most interest at a given 
ÔÉÍÅȢ %ÒÄÏÇÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÔÏÍÉÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÓȢ 
,ÏÃÁÌÌÙ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÔÏ 4ÕÒËÅÙȭÓ ÎÅ× ÏÒÄÅÒ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅȭÓ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÃÅȢ -ÏÓÔ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙȟ ÐÕÒÅȤÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ 
twenty-two percent more susceptible to military coups and have a twenty percent 
democratic survivability rate compared to parliamentary governments, which 
enjoy a sixty-one percent survival rate.41 Considering the AKP removal of the 
dissenting military hierarchy, it is not outside the bounds of Erdogan’s executive 
reach to use Turkey’s armed forces for domestic political gain, a clear infraction 
of any democratic system. 

The emergence of pure-presidentialism in Turkey after the 2017 referendum 
ÉÓ Á ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 
democracy. Erdogan and the AKP’s rise to power have altered the democratic 
framework of the nation and demonstrates that presidential democracy is not likely 

συש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 44.
σφש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 20.
σχש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 25.
σψש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 120.
σωש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 127.
τπש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 129.
τρש ,ÉÎÚ ÁÎÄ 6ÁÌÅÎÚÕÅÌÁȟ The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 124-125. 
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to propagate consistent and fair representative government in the foreseeable 
future. Many potential domestic and geopolitical externalities result from Turkey’s 
ÓÈÉÆÔ ÔÏ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÉÓÔ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÄÅПÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ 
position in the global order. The signs of authoritarianism have already begun to 
express themselves under the consolidated rule of the AKP and are in line with 
theoretical arguments disputing the democratic fortitude of presidentialism. Mana
ging the complex ethnic, socio-economic, and regional issues of the Turkish state is 
best left to a proportionally representative legislature– a legislature with the right 
to hold political leaders accountable. Presidential democracies carry an inherent 
“majoritarian implication” that will lead to the disenfranchisement of Turkish 
voters and increased polarization along established ethnic and social lines.42 
Despite enjoying high levels of domestic support, Erdogan’s ability to “neutralize 
any opposition by appealing to Turkish voters’ nationalist predisposition” has 
negatively affected free political discourse.43 Turkey’s presidentialist system enables 
the denigration of inter-governmental checks and the oppression of civil liberties 
to maintain authority. Fundamentally, the methods in which Erdogan and the 
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Capital punishment has been a dividing and controversial topic in the United 
States, in large part due to its subjective convicting criteria. Historically, there 
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are negative qualities surrounding the crime context often used by prosecutors. 
Now, aggravating factors like repeat offenses, high victim vulnerability, prominent 
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Exclusion Criteria
-Ù ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÐÕÎÉÓÈ

ment outcomes for Black versus White defendants. For this, I used the search terms 
“(capital punishment or death penalty) AND (black or African American)” and in-
cluded a variety of limiters to exclude dissertations, literature reviews, mathematical 
models, metanalysis, metasynthesis and all non-English articles. I was interested in 
ПÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÄÈÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ "ÌÁÃË ÖÅÒÓÕÓ 7ÈÉÔÅ 
defendants in capital punishment decisions but also look for different factors that 
may contribute to these disparities. My initial search yielded sixty-one potential 
resources of which I immediately excluded three because they were not empirical 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȢ &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÉÓÔȟ ) ÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÉÒÔÙȤÆÏÕÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȡ ПÉÆÔÅÅÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙ 
support and attitudes; two because of their focus on racial jury composition or 
victim race, and seventeen because they lacked relevancy or did not highlight 
key components like capital punishment discussions or racial differences. From 
the remaining twenty-four articles, I further excluded six due to their exclusive 
focus on the effects of victim/juror race and capital punishment, other verdict 
possibilities outside of capital punishment, or generally did not contain enough 
supporting evidence for my topic. I then added three additional articles from the 
citations of articles under review and individual external literature searches. My 
search strategy left me with twenty-one total articles relevant to my research topic 
for this literature review. 

Literature Review
Racial discrimination within the court system today is a multifaceted systemic 

issue, not the result of a few individual cases. Studies that have examined this topic 
have generally found similar trends: Black defendants are more likely than White 
defendants to receive the death penalty, especially when the victim is White. This 
ÒÅÖÉÅ× ×ÉÌÌ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÅ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌÌÅÄ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ 
ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓȟ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÖÁÒÉÁÂÌÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ 
differences in death penalty sentencing. Most of the pertinent studies report that 
the race of the defendant has a remarkable impact on the sentencing outcomes, and 
ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÒÁÃÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓȢ -ÏÓÔ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 
defendant-victim racial dyads is the most common factor discussed among research 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȢ /ÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ ÌÉËÅ ÊÕÒÙȟ 
organizational factors and data collection factors will be discussed in less detail. 
The literature analyzed in this review spans over 25 years, dating back to 1993 
and the most recent in 2018. There is also an array of methodologies used within 
the studies such as post-trial interviews, archival research analyzing government 
cases, and true experimental research and surveys.
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Defendant Racial Factors
     -ÏÓÔ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ПÉÎÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÆÁÃÔÏÒ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÎÇ 

capital sentencing outcomes. Because there seem to be some inconsistencies in 
the past two decades of research, varying results will be discussed.

! ÓÔÕÄÙ ÂÙ !ÐÐÌÅÇÁÔÅ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ÙÉÅÌÄÅÄ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
Black vs. White offenders. Participants were given one of two vignettes’ scenarios 
in which the only differential feature was the race of the offender. Respondents 
×ÅÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ "ÌÁÃË ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒÓ 
than White offenders.

Other studies have delivered similar results of racial differences but presented 
caveats, highlighting the complexity of the issue. Sorenson et al. aimed to identify 
racial disparities in capital punishment through an archival examination of all 
death-qualifying cases in the state of Missouri from 1977 to 1991. He found that 
White offenders are more likely than Black offenders to be charged and convicted 
with capital murder, but less likely to receive a death sentence. Conversely, Black 
offenders are more likely than White offenders to be charged but less likely to be 
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Defendant-Victim Dyad Factors
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An archival study by Bjerregaard19 showed, through a quantitative measure 
of aggravating and mitigating factors, that aggravating factors were weighed more 
heavily for Black defendants involved with White victims. Keil and Vito concluded 
that if more than one aggravating circumstance is found, the defendant is far more 
likely to receive a capital charge and death penalty. Harmon found that defendants 
×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÆÅÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÙÉÅÌÄÅÄ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÒÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÏÎȢ 
Consequently, jurors are likely to consider recidivism as an extra factor in their 
decisions disregarding court instructions to only weigh circumstances pertinent 
to the present case.

!Ó "ÌÁÃË ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÂÉÁÓ ÉÎ ПÉÒÓÔ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅ ÃÁÓÅÓȟ 
the snowballing effect deems a black offender more prone to be found guilty due 
to the recidivist argument previously discussed, and any subsequent crimes are 
ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÁÍÐÌÉПÉÅÄ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÂÉÁÓ ÒÅÎÄÅÒÓ "ÌÁÃË ÄÅÆÅÎÄÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ 
be found guilty more easily and frequently.20

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics in 2010, 52% of convicted homicides 
are committed by black offenders, and an assumption that black people commit more 
crimes than white people may be made from this. However, this statistic does not 
consider the discussions that make black offenders more readily “prosecutable” 
compared to offenders of other races. In other words, the “blackness” of an offender 
ÍÁËÅÓ ÈÉÍ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÁÒÇÅÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÎ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÁÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏПÉÌÅȢ21

Jury Factors
The constitutional right to a jury trial is an aspect of the criminal justice 

system unique to American democracy, and jury trials also offer a voice to the 
people by allowing them to participate in the government process.22 Members of 
a jury hold their individual beliefs, biases and prejudices, which may ultimately 
decide on the fate of a defendant either positively or negatively. This section will 
analyze jury factors that contribute to differential sentencing outcomes including 
jury racial composition, instruction comprehension and education and how jury 
attitudes differ based on geographical location.

Racial Composition of a Jury
4ÈÅ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÊÕÒÙ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÈÏ×Î ÔÏ ÃÏÒÒÅÌÁÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ 

attitudes that promote prejudice. In a between-participants quasi experiment, 
Shaked-Schroer et al. analyzed how a diverse jury can introduce the possibility of 
reducing racial bias in capital sentencing. Racially diverse set of 58 white and 62 

ρωש "ÊÅÒÒÅÇÁÁÒÄ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ,ÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ (ÙÐÏÔÈÅÓÉÓȢȱ
ςπש /×ÅÎÓ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ%ØÁÍÉÎÉÎÇ 2ÁÃÉÁÌ $ÉÓÐÁÒÉÔÉÅÓȟȱ ρȤςȢ
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non-white participants were recruited to read a trial transcript and decide on a 
penalty for either a Black or White defendant. When only White mock jurors were 
ÁÓÓÅÓÓÅÄȟ "ÌÁÃË ÄÅÆÅÎÄÁÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ 
penalty while White defendants were more likely to receive a life sentence. In 
racially diverse mock juror groups, the race of the defendant did not have any 
ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙ ÏÒ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÐÁÒÏÌÅȢ 
Ultimately, diversity in a jury decreased racial bias against black defendants.

Racial diversity within a jury impacts sentencing outcome. An extensive study 
conducted by Dovidio and Smith23 examined the impacts that overt and subtle 
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a more severe mistake to let a guilty defendant free than convicting an innocent 
one. This is rooted from a rigid obedience of the law, negative views and distrust in 
human nature, and racial prejudice, in particular towards Black defendants.  These 
characteristics and attitudes tend to favor subjects who believe more strongly in 
ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅÍ ȰÄÅÁÔÈȤÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄȱ ÊÕÒÏÒÓȠ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ 
meeting these criteria appeal to the prosecution. Above all, Black defendants 
experience a predisposition to conviction and an increased likelihood to receive 
a death sentence due to the nature of capital cases and the process of selecting a 
ÄÅÁÔÈȤÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄ ÊÕÒÙȢ

Instruction Comprehension and Education of the Jurors
Studies have established that many jurors have poor comprehension of procedural 

and court instructions overall. When instructions are not clearly understood, jurors 
more heavily consider the aggravating evidence and have a higher misunderstanding 
of mitigating evidence. Moreover, poor instructional comprehension yields a higher 
rate of death verdicts for black defendants than white defendants compared to 
jurors with high instructional comprehension. For high comprehension jurors, the 
race of the victim and defendant do not have any effect on sentencing decisions.26

Young suggests that less educated jurors tend to support the death penalty more 
than educated jurors, and the level of education of the juror directly correlates with 
instructional comprehension. Therefore, when faced with a lack of instructional 
understanding, a juror is more likely to consider extralegal factors and prejudices 
on their verdict. 

A way to mitigate this problem is to further simplify the jury instructions 
in order to promote higher comprehension. Studies have tested this solution by 
ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÏÒ ÓÉÍÐÌÉПÉÅÄ 
instructions. Shaked-Schroer conducted a study where participants were asked 
ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÉÔÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÇÒÁÖÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅÌÙ 
indicate the sentence that would be given for the respective prevalence of each 
factor. A calculation of instruction comprehension was taken from this. Only one 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÄ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÄÅПÉÎÅ 
mitigating and aggravating factors after reading the instructions which shows how 
minimally people are able to comprehend jury instructions.27

A decade later, another study by Mannes, Foster, and Maier further supported 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓȢ 3ÉÍÐÌÉПÉÅÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ "ÌÁÃË 
defendants but not White defendants, and Black defendants were not found guilty 
more than White defendants.28 Racial bias in the capital sentencing process is 

ςφש -Ȣ ,ÙÎÃÈ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ$ÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÏÎȡ 'ÕÉÄÅÄ ÄÉÓÃÒÅÔÉÏÎȟ 
racial bias and the death penalty,” Law and Human Behavior 24, no. 3 (2000): 337-58, https://doi.

org/10.1023/A:1005588221761.
ςχ3 שÈÁËÅÄȤ3ÃÈÒÏÅÒȟ Ȱ2ÅÄÕÃÉÎÇ 2ÁÃÉÁÌ "ÉÁÓȟȱ φρπȢ
ςψ3 שȢ -ÁÎÎÅÓ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ Ȱ*ÕÒÙ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓȡ (Ï× ÔÉÍÉÎÇȟ ÔÙÐÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÁÎÔ ÒÁÃÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ 

sentencing decisions.” Applied Psychology in Criminal Justice 14, no. 2 (2018): 154-70.
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ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÄÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÊÕÒÙ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
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which is known to speed up the pace and urgency of the appeals.34 So, Black de-
fendants spend more time on death row overall but do not experience execution at 
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ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÅÎÁÃÔ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÄÅÁÔÈȤÑÕÁÌÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÊÕÒÏÒÓȢ 
Additionally, it is found that most capital jurors have a low comprehension of the 
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Improvements for Future Studies and Real-World Implications
For future research, it may be important to measure the effects of racial 

bias in the early stages of a trial that may be imposed by prosecutors and judges.  
This requires courts to keep better records of case details in all stages of a capital 
proceeding and to make these records more publicly accessible. Finding ways to 
more accurately replicate the jury process and to include a mock deliberation 
ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÍÁÙ ÈÅÌÐ ПÉÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÔÁȢ  

Cumulatively, these studies presented predictable but tragic results, none
theless. The existence of racial bias in the legal system is a representation of the 
systemic racism that occurs in our society and translated to all its aspects including 
incarceration and capital punishment.  The objective of many of these studies is 
to propose potential solutions to these systemic problems. We must continue to 
evaluate these sources to understand how we can eliminate these racially targeted 
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Members of the Sandwich Generation (SGMs) simultaneously care for and 
support their children and elderly relatives.1 Although several studies have 

ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÏÎÉÓÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄ×ÉÃÈ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ3'Ɋȟ ÎÏ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ 
have investigated the relationship between these constructs. Overall, the SG has 
not been studied deeply so more research is needed to identify themes that are 
relevant to the SG experience. This study investigates the relationship between 
stress and perfectionism and explores other relevant topics in the SG. SGMs may 
provide many types of support to elders and children, including physical support 
(e.g., helping with activities of daily living, assisting with housework and tasks), 
ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇȟ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȢ2 

ρש !ÎÎ /ȭ3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȟ Ȱ0ÕÌÌÅÄ &ÒÏÍ !ÌÌ 3ÉÄÅÓȡ 4ÈÅ 3ÁÎÄ×ÉÃÈ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 7ÏÒËȟȱ Work 50, no. 3 
(2015): 491-494; Allison M. Steiner and Paula C. Fletcher, “Sandwich Generation Caregiving: A Complex 
and Dynamic Role,” Journal of Adult Development 24 (2017): 133-143; Kiah L. Evans et al., “Working 
Sandwich Generation Women Utilize Strategies Within and Between Roles to Achieve Role Balance,” PloS 
one 11, no. 6 (2016): e0157469; Alana M. Boyczuk and Paula C. Fletcher, “The Ebbs and Flows: Stresses 
of Sandwich Generation Caregivers,” Journal of Adult Development 23 (2016): 51-61; Sanaz Aazami, 
+ÈÁÄÉÊÁÈ 3ÈÁÍÓÕÄÄÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÙÁÑÉÒÁÈ !ËÍÁÌȟ Ȱ!ÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 7ÏÒËȤÆÁÍÉÌÙ #ÏÎПÌÉÃÔ !ÍÏÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Sandwich Generation,” Journal of Adult Development 25 (2018): 135-140.

ς3 שÔÅÉÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ &ÌÅÔÃÈÅÒȟ ρσσȤρτσȠ "ÏÙÃÚÕË ÁÎÄ &ÌÅÔÃÈÅÒȟ υρȤφρȠ %ÖÁÎÓ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ ÅπρυχτφωȠ %ÓÔÈÅÒ 
Friedman, Sung S. Park, and Emily E. Wiemers, “New Estimates of the Sandwich Generation in the 2013 
Panel Study of Income Dynamics,” The Gerontologist 57, no. 2 (2017): 191-196. 

A Mixed-Methods Analysis of Stress, 
Perfectionism, and What it Means to be 

a Sandwich Generation Caregiver

[B  T ]

The Sandwich 
Generation Experience





INTER-TEXT - 119 

is limited, it is necessary to identify additional relevant topics in the SG experience. 
Further research will allow us to improve available therapeutic interventions for 
SGMs and inform how institutions (e.g., the workplace) can support their SGMs. 

Within my study I address limitations of the prior research on SGM stressors. 
I surveyed an SGM sample with stress and perfectionism scales, and I interviewed 
my participants to dig deeper into their SG experience. This research is exploratory 
in nature, so while some predictions were made, the principal aim of this work is to 
broaden our understanding of the SG, which in turn will inspire hypothesis-driven 
work in the future. The following research questions were examined: 

Research Question 1:  Is there a relationship between stress and perfectionism 
in the Sandwich Generation? I predicted that higher levels of perfectionism corres
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Table 1: Participant Demographics
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ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢȱ17 Finally, the 
Big Three Perfectionism Scale measures three facets of perfectionism: self-critical 
perfectionism, rigid perfectionism, and narcissistic perfectionism.18 Responses 
were answered on a Likert scale from 1-5 (strongly disagree to strongly agree) and a 
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Data Analysis Strategy
The survey data was used to examine Research Question 1 using the 

International Business Machine Corporation’s Statistical Package for Social Sciences, 
ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ςφȢ 3ÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ Ô×Ï -ÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ 2ÅÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ 
the relationship between perfectionism and stress in SGMs. Multiple regression is 
a statistical technique in which several predictor variables are evaluated for their 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅ ÖÁÒÉÁÂÌÅȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÍÏÄÅÌȟ general stress was 
the predicted (i.e., dependent) variable, and gender, age, income, marital status, 
education, and perfectionism were predictors (i.e., independent variables). In the 
second regression model, parental stress was the predicted variable and gender, 
age, income, marital status, education, and perfectionism were predictors. 

The interview data was used to examine Research Question 2. Interviews 
were manually transcribed to create readable transcripts, and thematic analysis 
was conducted to identify major themes of the Sandwich Generation experience. 
Thematic analysis is a method of organizing data and identifying emerging patterns 
ÏÆ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ Á ÄÁÔÁÓÅÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÆÏÒ ПÌÅØÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÈÏ× Á ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒ ÃÈÏÏÓÅÓ 
to code (i.e., classify) qualitative data.21 I chose to follow a “bottom up” approach 
in which the interview data guided my coding decisions (rather than having codes 
pre-determined).22 4ÈÅ ÃÏÄÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
developed based on the themes that participants discussed. Analysis began in 
December 2020 and concluded in March 2021. 

Results
Quantitative Analysis

2ÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ ÌÉÎÅÁÒ ÒÅÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃ
ÔÉÖÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÏÒÓ ɉÇÅÎÄÅÒȟ ÁÇÅȟ ÉÎÃÏÍÅȟ ÍÁÒÉÔÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÕÓȟ 
education, and perfectionism) and the dependent variable, general stress, (F (8, 
11) = 11.44, p < .001, adjusted R2 = .82). The individual predictors were examined 
further and indicated that education, marital status, and gender predicted general 
stress. Narcissistic perfectionism negatively predicted general stress (i.e., higher 
levels of narcissistic perfectionism were related to lower levels of general stress). 
Narcissistic perfectionism exists when pressure to be perfect is placed upon others 
and the self is deemed to be perfect.23 In this type of perfectionism, individuals 
are more concerned with others’ performance than their own and have a very 
positive self-image.24
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*See Appendices E and F for multiple regression tables and general descriptive 
statistics.

Thematic Analysis
.ÉÎÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÔÈÅÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3' ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄȢ 4ÁÂÌÅ ς ÓÈÏ×Ó ÁÌÌ 

themes and associated subthemes.

Table 2: Themes and Subthemes from Thematic Analysis

Theme Sub-theme

Perfectionism Guilt 
Rigidity

Non-perfectionism Fluidity
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High: Some SGMs had care recipients who needed more intensive care. These 
more demanding situations included, but were not limited to, parents with serious 
health conditions and children with very busy schedules. One participant in such a 
situation shared, “She [mother] was a diabetic and... had issues walking and [other] 
ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓȢȢȢ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ÈÅÒ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ɍÁÎÄɎ ÄÏ ÈÅÒ ÌÁÕÎÄÒÙȢȱ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔ ×ÈÏ 
had a young child during her time in the Sandwich Generation said, “It is dusk till dawn 
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calls.” Another participant recalled, “I remember being in the hospital room with 
my mom, and I was working on [a professional] speech.”

Distance from Care Recipient  
Many SGMs described the ways that distance from their care recipients 

ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÌÁÙÅÄȢ $ÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÈÁÄ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
situation. For some families, having the care recipients close by was easier because 
there was not as much travel time involved. This seemed especially helpful with 
elderly care recipients, who sometimes doubled as caregivers for young children 
in the family. In other families, further distance was not problematic. For example, 
some parents had adult children who lived far from home, but they did not need 
ongoing and frequent care. Taken together, it seemed that having care recipients 
closer often made caregiving easier, but in some situations the distance was not 
a challenge for the type of caregiving SGMs were responsible for. One participant 
whose elderly mother was both a care recipient and assisted with childcare in the 
home shared, “I live with my wife, my son, my daughter, and my [elderly] mother...
she’s lived with us for the p52 (or the p5p tw.3 ((. O (or t)-0.7 (w)e yth m)19.aro )0.5 )19p0.6 (s cl)-0
/P <>3e par
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family members who were not taking such an active role. For these SGMs, it would 
be important to implement some cognitive strategies to change their mindset about 
caregiving and to improve their relationships with their care recipients. 

4ÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ 3'-ȭÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÁÒÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ 
the experience they had, and this seemed to go hand-in-hand with their concep
tualization of caregiving. SGMs who had more positive relationships with their 
care recipients conceptualized the experience as more positive and seemed to 
ÆÅÅÌ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÔȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÁÓ 3'-Ó ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
care recipients conceptualized the experience as more negative and seemed to 
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I cannot help, being a Christian, but wince each time Baldwin makes mention of 
Protestantism in The Male Prison. Not, of course, because he is misrepresenting 
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foremost social issues of modernity, with gender and sexuality serving as theaters 
hosting an internal struggle between self-acceptance and self-alienation.

However, I must insist that though gender and sexuality are undoubtedly 
important, they do not reach to the heart of this wound, and thus cannot serve 
as a thorough medicament. We cannot, after all, fool ourselves into believing that 
the identity of any human person can be exhaustively reduced to the cultural or 
epochal (or, more generally, factical) conditions of their existence. We may consider 
ÔÈÅÍ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÙÅÔ ×Å ПÉÎÄ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÒÅÐÅÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÎÙ ×ÈÏ 
would look to reduce our identity to them alone. To neglect them would be erasure, 
ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙȟ ÙÅÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÚÅ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ 
ÁÎ ȰÅÖÅÒȤÍÏÒÅȱ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÌÆ ÉÓȠ Á ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ 
condition or characteristic of the individual could ever totally capture what it is to 
be them. The nature of the problem of guilt thus demands a solution which attends 
to this very excess.

With this in mind I might venture to declare that, for Gide, the question is not 
solely one of masculinity as Baldwin seems to portray it, but must always expand 
beyond the horizons of gender. The true, broader question at hand is thus: what 
does it mean to truly be oneself? It may certainly be formulated – and Gide has done 
precisely this – through the nomenclature of gender and sexuality, but ultimately 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÏÕÔ×ÁÒÄ ÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÃÌÏÁËÉÎÇ Á ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ 
and the ideal – that is, between the reality of what one presently is and the ideality 
of what one desires or feels obliged to become. Gide’s true aims were loftier, and his 
passions deeper than such concepts, I contend. One must advocate for his display 
of naturality as such, denuded of any conceptual content. Here is the native land of 
his brilliance, and why his lifelong project may be best understood not merely as a 
study of extrinsic attributes and characteristics, but, more broadly – in a manner 
truer to human nature – a hermeneutics of the soul.

Hence why I must disagree with Baldwin when he opines that “How to be 
natural does not seem to me to be a problem.”1 At least, that is, I must disagree with 
his division of the natural and the “higher… state”2
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Gide himself never realized this, of course. The tortured spectacle of his 
marriage and inner life continued unto death, and now remains immortalized. But 
I believe that there is something here which was left unsaid, and remains pertinent 
ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ×ÈÏ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ 'ÉÄÅȭÓ ÌÅÇÁÃÙȢ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎȭÓ ÆÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
letters, the collapse of Madeleine-as-divine, we do indeed risk the possibility of 
a genuine nihilism. The presence of God – the feminine shekinah – departs from 
the tabernacle, thus abandoning Israel to exile and ruin. If Gide no longer loves 
Madeleine as “Emanuele, God-with-us,” then he would be “compelled to love her 
as a woman,”7 a woman for whom his homosexuality held no passion. To avoid this, 
Gide sought the honor of resignation to the quest after an ideal which he may never 
attain, but which may forever ensure nobility in pursuit. Baldwin certainly seems 
to celebrate this impossible perfection, as he heralds Gide for having “endured 
this prison with such dignity.”8 Like Lancelot after the Grail, he insists we must fall 
short of something which perpetually allures and denies us, as unending penance 
for our past sins.

But I must counter with a more radically optimistic – that is, characteristically 
Christian – reading of the whole affair. Truthfully, the Gospel does not condemn 
us to a lofty ideal, but preaches the gracious condescension of the Ideal to our 
ÌÏ×ÌÙ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙȢ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ПÌÅÓÈ ÁÎÄ Ä×ÅÌÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÕÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
natural and the supernatural, what we are and what we should become. We need 
ÎÏÔ ÇÌÏÒÉÆÙ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÉÎÃÁÒÃÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎ 
which shook and collapsed its cage, which tore the tabernacle curtain asunder, 
thus eternally reopening the path of humanity’s return to its primeval nature. 
Given by and returning to the Divine, the question of how we are to be authentic 
to God is fundamentally one and the same with the question of how we are to be 
authentic to ourselves.

In the eyes of many Church Fathers, God became human such that humanity 
might become godlike. In Christ, the paragons of divinity and humanity converge, 
and thus what one authentically is perfectly aligns with what one must forever 
strive to be. This is no longer a struggle of anguish, guilt, and sorrow, but a pilgrimage 
of delight, love, and peace. Baldwin’s “great problem,” having priorly instilled in us 
fear and trembling, now entices us, beckoning us forth to a quest of simultaneous 
self-discovery and praise. But I might suggest a slight adjustment to Baldwin’s 
phrasing. In each moment of our being, we venture to respond to the question 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ПÉÎÁÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȡ 
“How to be – in the best sense of that kaleidoscopic word”9 – not a man, but a self.

χש "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎȟ Ȱ0ÒÉÓÏÎȟȱ ςσσȢ
ψש "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎȟ Ȱ0ÒÉÓÏÎȟȱ ςσυȢ
ωש "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎȟ Ȱ0ÒÉÓÏÎȟȱ ςσςȢ
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There is no shortage of aphorisms about the virtues of repetition. “Practice makes 
perfect” is familiar to anyone who has had the joy of being inexperienced, the 

phrase itself being a sort of stand-in for actual progress. Rarer are meditations on 
failure, or the impossibility of perfection itself. The Rehearsal, a show by Nathan 
Fielder, stands as a counterweight to these platitudes. The show’s premise is simple 
ÅÎÏÕÇÈȡ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÈÅÁÒÓÅ Á×Ë×ÁÒÄ ÏÒ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ 
ready for all possible outcomes? Fielder, the director, writer, and arguable main 
character, offers this possibility to the show’s other participants, volunteers who’d 
like to practice various life events before experiencing them in reality. As Fielder 
states, he wanted to convey to his clientele that “if you plan for every variable,” 
happiness doesn’t have to be subject to chance.1 This is the show’s promise and 
failure; that a good life can be predicted, and that a bad one can be avoided through 
meticulous planning. The Rehearsal captures and refracts the frustration of modern 
life’s promise – that success is a matter of planning – through the lenses of family, 
career, and religion. After a brief discussion of two other contemporary analyses 
of the show, I will analyze its portrayal of failure through repetition in modern life.

It is perhaps unsurprising that a show as odd as Fielder’s has left people 
confused and divided. Two articles in The New Yorker, one highly critical of the 
show, one more sympathetic, offer insight into what so divides the viewer. In 
the former, Richard Brody argues that Fielder’s “gaze” is predicated on a sort of 
contempt for the participants.2 He outlines the efforts of a man who “is pulling the 
strings,” and thus cannot extricate himself from a power dynamic on the show, one 

ρש The Rehearsal, season 1, episode 1, “Orange Juice, No Pulp,” directed by Nathan Fielder, written 
by Nathan Fielder, aired July 15, 2022, HBO, 2022, HBO Max.
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in which Fielder ultimately rules.3 Thus, Brody concludes that the show cannot 
capture its own object, the genuine experience of its subject. For him, the show is 
ÐÌÁÇÕÅÄ ÂÙ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ Á ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃ ÆÏÒÍȟȱ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÉÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ4 
!Ô ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÔÒÕÍ ÉÓ .ÁÏÍÉ &ÒÙȭÓ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ПÉÎÄÓ ȰÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 
intensely comical,” in the show’s extreme efforts to duplicate experiences for its 
subjects.5 For her, the show exists as a kind of Rube Goldberg machine built to 
solve problems in life that do not need such extreme solutions.6 Ultimately though, 
Fry still views The Rehearsal as a desperate attempt to reach beyond Fielder’s 
“relentless solipsism.”7 What neither of these analyses entertain is the possibility 
that The Rehearsal, rather than being the cruel take on reality tv and control that it 
ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ ÂÅȟ ÉÓ Á ×ÏÒË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÁÔ 
Fielder, and the show, fail to be kind is perhaps the one thing in the show that is 
not a product of design.

Fielder strives to practice having a family but only becomes further removed 
from the feelings of closeness that are the ideal of family life. The majority of the show 
follows a rehearsal designed for Angela, a 44-year-old woman who wants to practice 
raising a child (dubbed Adam). On its face, this is the ideal test case for the show’s 
premise. As Fielder states, “most people don’t have the resources,” to properly 
create a simulation of parenthood.8 (Un)Predictably, this whole production unravels, 
failing to prepare Angela for parenthood in even the loosest sense. Notably, after it 
becomes obvious that Angela will potentially be rehearsing raising a child alone, 
(an impossibility for her due to her adamance about raising a child in a two-
parent, Christian household) Fielder steps in to raise the practice child with her. 
He intimates his hope/belief that he “could be a good dad,” and the audience hopes 
and prays with him.9 That this is doomed, of course, does not enter into either co-
parent’s mind; their mutual participation in this project is an assertion of their belief 
that practice works. In the midst of this, Fielder introduces another participant, 
Patrick, whose portion of his grandfather’s estate is being withheld from him by 
his brother.
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muses that “maybe for some, the rehearsal itself is enough.”11 Critically, Patrick 
never reaches catharsis with his actual brother, in just the way that Angela, and 
Fielder, do not achieve the feeling of parenthood. The child actor who was hired to 
portray the teenage version of Adam, because of Fielder’s imagined negligence as 
a father, develops a fake drug addiction, ultimately resulting in a fake overdose.12 
Just before the conclusion of his arc, the actor (as Adam) yells “You’re not a dad!” 
at Fielder, and the fact that this is only a rehearsal is merely an afterthought.13 The 
failure, of being a good father and of the method, is real.

The Rehearsal demonstrates that success in one’s career, far from being a result 
of planning, is a matter of pure luck. In another diversion from the main arc of the 
show, Fielder creates an acting school aimed at producing actors capable of working 
on rehearsals. Dubbed ‘The Fielder Method,’ the style is aimed at hyper-realism 
because, as Fielder admonishes his students in class, a bad performance can “ruin 
someone’s life.”14 As the only real expert in this method, Fielder should stand 
out as being the most skilled of all the actors in achieving this goal, but is instead 
plagued with insecurity that his students will see through his inexperience. He tells 
us, in voiceover, that he is often “intimidated by actors,” and their assuredness.15 
On the one hand, the audience’s experience with Fielder at this point in the show 
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opinions.”17 For her, this is the greatest error one can make. In another scene, we 
overhear her praying that the show’s production, with its attempts at control, be 
directed by God because only God, “holds the world together on its axis.”18 After 
&ÉÅÌÄÅÒ ÍÏÖÅÓ ÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ !ÎÇÅÌÁ ÔÏ ÃÏȤÐÁÒÅÎÔ !ÄÁÍȟ Á ÎÅ× ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÙ ÁÒÉÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ 
of Fielder’s being Jewish. Fielder states that he “still [does] all the holidays and 
stuff,” and inevitably tries to incorporate this into Adam’s life.19 However, Angela 
ПÉÒÍÌÙ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÎÏ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ 
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Few days in the year are notoriously associated with a single catastrophic event 
- January 6th being one of them. It is on this day that Americans saw the very 

stability of their nation hang in the balance, posing a threat to democracy itself. The 
observance of such constitutional decay has been the impassioned life-long pursuit 
ÏÆ (ÁÒÖÁÒÄ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒÓ 3ÔÅÖÅÎ ,ÅÖÉÔÓËÙ ÁÎÄ $ÁÎÉÅÌ :ÉÂÌÁÔÔȟ ×ÈÏ 
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hands of journalists. Whilst this combative disposition did not directly summon 
an insurrection, one must contextualise this address in unity with the assembly 
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Within his magnum opus The Republic, Plato decrees that poets have no place in 
society because “all good poets, epic as well as lyric, compose their beautiful 

strains not by art, but because they are inspired and possessed.” Naturally, such a 
damning allegation has long since been treated as an affront to the livelihood of 
poets, playwrights, and authors everywhere. In the centuries that followed, writers 
across Europe published responses to Plato’s doctrine, including the likes of the 
ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÔ OÍÉÌÅ :ÏÌÁ ɉρψτπȤρωπςɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÔÌÅÍÁÎ ÐÌÁÙ×ÒÉÇÈÔ 
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900). The contemporaries in question reignited popular 
ÄÅÂÁÔÅ ÏÖÅÒ 0ÌÁÔÏȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÎÅÔÅÅÎÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȢ !Ó ÁÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌÉÓÔȟ :ÏÌÁ 
maintained that creative writers should apply their craft to probing the mysteries 
of human nature. Wilde insisted upon the contrary: that the highest grade of art 
has no utility whatsoever. But despite their contrasting theories, they enter into 
reluctant agreement that imitation of the natural world, or mimesis, is a necessary 
ÅÖÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÒÔȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÄÅПÉÎÉÎÇ :ÏÌÁ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÌÄÅȭÓ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÁÒÔȟ ÔÈÉÓ 
article will go on to apply their methods to a poem composed by their predecessor, 
7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 7ÏÒÄÓ×ÏÒÔÈȢ !Ó Á ÆÏÌË ÂÁÌÌÁÄ ÆÒÏÍ ρχωωȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÏÆ Ȱ,ÕÃÙ 'ÒÁÙȱ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÓ 
ÂÏÔÈ :ÏÌÁȭÓ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÌÄÅȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ ÁÅÓÔÈÅÔÉÃÉÓÍȢ

!Ó Á ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅ ÏÆ #ÌÁÕÄÅ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄȟ OÍÉÌÅ :ÏÌÁ ÓÃÏÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÖÏÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ 
Romanticism, the literary genre that was popular across Europe and North America 
during his lifetime. Idealism did not fare much better in his regard.1 As a man of 
ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȟ :ÏÌÁ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÅØÉÓÔ ÉÎ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÎÏÔ ÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ 
ÍÉÎÄÌÅÓÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ Á ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ 
ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ Á ÓÏÕÇÈÔȤÁÆÔÅÒ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÇÕÅÓÔȟ :ÏÌÁ ÄÉÄ ÍÁËÅ ×ÁÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÒÙ ÃÉÒÃÌÅÓ 

ρש OÍÉÌÅ :ÏÌÁȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ %ØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ .ÏÖÅÌȟȱ ÉÎ Critical Theory Since Plato, 2nd ed., ed. Hazard Adams 
and Leroy Searle (Beijing: Peking University Press, 2006), 707.

Literary Theory in the 
World of “Lucy Gray”

[N  N ]

The Reality of the 
Supernatural
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innocent souls that are yet undimmed by the harshness of reality.88
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The wholesome image of a child kicking up snow keeps the verse from beco
ming overly despondent. Graceful as a mountain roe, Lucy seems fully at ease 
in an inhospitable environment. While these quatrains are not essential to the 
overarching narrative, Wordsworth’s inclusion of such storytelling devices makes 
the story all the more vivid. His stylized description of the characters and landscape 
paint a fanciful picture of Lucy’s world in the mind’s eye.

The style inherent to the folk ballad effectively spins tragedy into folklore. 
While the presence of the supernatural establishes Wordsworth’s ballad as a work 
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purpose of art, they concur that imitation of the world, with all of its mysteries 
and madness, is necessary in its creation. The ballad of Lucy Gray stands at the 
crossroads of function and beauty, thus ensuring its longevity within the canon of 
English poetry.
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But these were not the dangers he found most concerning. Upon his return, this 
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