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       In Neil Shubin’s Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year His-
tory of the Human Body, Shubin, a paleontologist and anatomy professor, 
discusses his findings of Tiktaalik and uses analogies as well as his own 
personal experience to unfold the basic concepts of evolution. The entire 
book is an account of evolution, but there are specific instances as well. 
Evolution drives the diversity and unity of life. The first chapter of the book, 
“Finding Your Inner Fish”, introduces Tiktaalik as well as the part that fos-
sils play in determining relationships between organisms. Tiktaalik displays 
qualities similar to a fish and a land animal, signaling that it is a transition-
al fossil between the two, further supporting evolution. Shubin also uses 
the analogy of walking through a zoo to exhibit the similarities that can 
be seen between creatures simply by observing their features. He claims, 
“All the living things can be organized and arranged like a set of Russian 
nesting dolls, with smaller groups of animals comprised in bigger groups 
of animals” (Shubin, 2008, p. 12). Shubin uses the analogy of Russian 
dolls to explain the connections and subsets between the animals at the 
zoo and imitate evolution 

-
vantageous for monkeys to be able to distinguish between different types 
of fruits and leaves to determine the most nutritious and beneficial. This is a 
perfect presentation of evolution, because in response to an environmental 
trigger (change from monochromatic fruit to polychromatic), the develop-
ment of a third photoreceptor occurred. Moreover, the presence of opsin 


