
Biology	Department	Guidelines	for	Senior	Theses	 

Some	pointers	for	students	and	mentors		

What	is	a	Senior	Thesis	Project?	 

Senior	theses	in	biology	typically	involve	a	written	report	based	upon	original	empirical	
research	carried	out	by	the	student.	Most	students	begin	their	thesis	research	during	the	
summer	prior	to	the	senior	year	(if	not	earlier)	and	continue	into	the	fall	semester,	
completing	the	writing	in	time	for	an	April	defense.	Thesis	projects	are	expected	to	be	
original	investigations	of	a	novel	problem	that	have	the	potential	to	lead	to	publishable	
results.	Because	the	projects	are	relatively	brief	in	duration,	it	is	always	possible	that	even	
a	well	thought-out	project	might	not	yield	results	suitable	for	publication.	Nevertheless,	
even	projects	that	do	not	produce	the	anticipated	results	can	lead	to	fine	theses.	 

Examples	of	senior	theses	in	biology	can	be	found	on	the	College’s	publications	website:	





help	assign	the	Biology	faculty	who	serve	on	thesis	committees	to	maintain	faculty	work	
equity.	

What	is	the	composition	of	the	thesis	committee	and	what	is	its	role?	 

The	thesis	committee	consists	of	the	thesis	advisor	plus	two	other	faculty	members.	In	the	
junior	spring	semester,	the	Chair	of	the	Biology	Department	will	help	to	create	a	draft	of	a	
thesis	committee	in	consultation	with	the	student	and	thesis	advisor.	The	committee	
should	be	finalized	near	the	start	of	the	senior	fall	semester. 

The	committee	includes	the	thesis	advisor,	a	second	member	from	within	the	Department,	
and	at	least	one	faculty	member	from	outside	the	department.	When	there	is	an	off-campus	
research	mentor,	the	mentor	will	serve	as	an	additional	fourth	member	of	the	thesis	
committee.	

It	is	the	responsibility	of	the	student	(and	the	on






